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Hubble, bubble 

Guy Marks meets the witches of La Paz 
and picks up the odd charm or 
two. . .just for luck 

■ Page 3 -— ■ ■■ 


Monkey business 

Never bait a tiger — or stand behind an 
elephant. Two pages of advice and 
stories on India 

■ Pages 6, 7 — 1 


Bargain buys 

Watch a boat race on the Mekong, take 
a train along the Silk Road, tour the 
Towers of Trebizond. And more 

— " — Page 12 — ■■ 


When man 
meets bear it 
is generally 
the bear who 
is the loser. 
Just for once, 
the bear is 
winning, 
says Michael 
J. Woods 


I lay back against a 
rock, the spring sun- 
shine warm on my 
shoulders. Around my 
feet buttercups and 
yellow paintbrush dowers 
flickered in the breeze. A 
bird called repeatedly from a 
patch of newly needled 
larches which crouched in a 
hollow, wind-sculpted and 
smoothly green. 

Not far below, a brook glit- 
tered and chattered its way 
towards Baker Lake. 
Gnarled mountains. Mount 
Richardson. Ptarmigan Peak, 
Redoubt Mountain, sent 
their long buff scree slopes 
curling into the valley. 

Then about 200 yards 
away, a young, female griz- 
zly bear appeared and began 
to forage for food, her coat 
alternately dark chocolate 
and silver in the sunlight It 
was not long before a couple 
of hikers came along the 
trail and the bear silently 
slipped out of sight into 
some trees. 

The bear was one of seven 
young grizzlies being 
tracked by Cedar Mueller 
and Shannon Stotyn In Banff 
National Park in the Cana- 
dian Rockies. Mueller and 
Stotyn, two Parks Canada 
zoologists, whom I had 
joined for the day, tracked 
the four-year-old hear using 
a transmitter attached to her 
ear. Too young for a radio 
collar, the bear is fitted with 
two transmitters - one for 
the first two years of her life, 
and, ingeniously, one to cut 
in after two years have 
elapsed - providing the sci- 
entists with four years* 
worth of data. 

Parks Canada has started 
a programme of Research 
Adventures. Those taking 
part help people such as 
Mueller stud Stotyn while, at 
the same time, enjoying a 
fulfilling holiday. These 
adventures take place in sev- 
eral of Canada’s parks - 
including Waterton Lakes, 
further south in the Rockies 
- but their main base is in 
Banff and Yoho, where there 
are opportunities to study 
and monitor biological diver- 
sity, become a stream keeper 
or turn detective and track 
winter wildlife. 

It was the bear adventure 
which most attracted me. 
For years I have been singu- 
larly unsuccessful at bear 
spotting and this seemed the 
ideal opportunity to help 
bear researchers, and - I 
never knew my luck - 
maybe even see a bear. 




rV-.Tv'y.' ('■ 


VV*.';-," -Y : ~ '■■&• 

it,',. 



e 







% 





v »&3SaS*v ' "■ ■ v>- 


m 








mm 




Just prizzly: It Is daneerous for a bear to become accustomed to hunan smeto - it may later Invade camp aftoa In mrcti of -rood 
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& THE ROCKIES 

With PRINCESS CRUISES 

Ulau «, QantAITl hpr 1QQQ 

12 night cruise tour holidays from £1341* per person 


bears" favourite rubbing Living With Wildlife project 
trees with barbed wire. Their has been set up by Friends 


thick hides appear to relish 
the barbs, and the scratch- 
ing bears leave behind tufts 
of hair and their essential 
follicles for Michel's experi- 
ments. 

When the narrow trail 
beside the creek entered 
dense thickets, he would let 


It was with this in mind loose a string of boots and 
that I went to Moose Creek, hollers so that any grizzly 
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a classic Canadian valley 
with spectacular, snow- 
sprinkled mountains, narrow 
spires of spruce trees, flower 
bright meadows and a 
stream complete with beaver 
dams and lodges. 

Zoologist Cameron McTav- 
ish had told me that this was 
just the best place to see a 
grizzly, “The Moose is so 
thick with bears you’ll have 
to fight your way through 
'em." he said. “Just put a 
glass on the western slopes 
and you’ll see one." But he 
also gave a warning. 

“There’s a sow fgrizzlyl 
and a cub there and, son of a 
gun. she’ll sure as bell creep 
up behind yub and shell put 
the run an yuh." When his 
colleague. Steve Michel, took 
usoutto Moose Creek on the 
next day. 1 spent much of it 
looking over my shoulder. 

Moose Creek is just out- 
side the borders of Yobo, 
aod McTarish and Michel 
are trying to discover how 
many grizzlies regularly 
move in and out of the val- 
ley and how they might be 
affected by the cutting of 
nearby forests. 

Michel is using DNA anal - 
ysis to identify Individual 
and, to collect hairs for 
«« purpose, he wraps the 


knew we were on our way. 
Uke most wildlife, the hears 
do not want to confront 
humans and will lie low 
until we have gone - unless 
their private space is sud- 
denly invaded. 

Perhaps it was such sud- 
den invasions of space that 
caused four grizzlies to have 
"encounters" with hikers in 
the 14 years since 1964 
around Lake O'Hara. This 
area is one erf the most pic- 
turesque In Yoho National 
Park and consequently has a 
large number of trails. These 
encounters, two of which 
ended in injury, have 
prompted the park authori- 
ties to dose a small propor- 
tion tit the trails. 

A bear biologist was also 
called in to report on the sit- 


of Banff. One afternoon I 
rode with bear jam busters 
Lori Holmstol and Keith 
Crosley. Any bear dose to a 
road rapidly attracts an 
audience and, while any fool- 
hardy snapper who walks up 
to a bear with his camera is 
taking a big risk, it is much 
more dangerous for the bear, 
who becomes accustomed to 
human - | cn i »>ii«t and may later 

'Out comes 
the Edukit, 
a trunk 
full of bear 
paraphernalia, 
and stories" 

invade camp sites in search 
of food. 

If the jam is big, Holmstol 
and Crosley break it up. 
Sometimes they use loud- 
hailers, although often their 
park uniforms are enough to 
have everyone driving away. 
Exerting “Jedi mind con- 
trol”, Holmstol calls it. Small 


uatiou from the bears’ point jams are an opportunity to 
of view. Meanwhile Research educate the inquisitive, so 


Adventures has helped with out coz 
a sodo-ecoJogical research trunk ft 
project to gauge how visitors nalia, si 
use the area. whole m 

intimately the mandate of stories”, 
the park is to conserve wild- We cm 
life but, generally, the final cars wal 
laser ’ in any bear /human, cinnanu 
encounter is the hear. bear. Th 

Just for once, the bears accustoa 
are winning. from cat 

It is to avoid encounters lured to 
detrimental to bears that the park sta 


rubber bullets and firecrack- 
ers. He has not gone near a 
camp ground since June 
1997. 

It is to avoid the need for 
similar aversion therapy 
that Mueller and Stotyn are 
monitoring those young 
Ranff grizzlies as they flnri 
their foet on the outskirts of 

Lake Louise. 

□ Michael Woods flew to 
Canada with Canadian Air- , 
lines, tel : 0345-616767. For 
more information on Parks 
Canada Research Adventures 
contact Good Earth Travel 
Adventures. 12, 801-8 Street, 
Carnnan, Alberta, Canada 

T1W2B3, tet +1403 678 9358; 
e-mail: goodearth&expertcan- 
more.net; www.GETadven- 
tures.com Most of the Parks 
Canada Research Adventures 
cost pom C$120 per day with- 
out flights. 

□ For more information on 
Canada call the Visit Canada 
Centre 62-65 Trafalgar 
Square. London WC2N 5DT. 
on 089J-7I5000 (premium 
rate) for brochures and to 
answer your questions. 

D An excellent volume con- 
taining the answers to all 
your wildlife questions is The 
Handbook of the Canadian 
Rockies by Ben Gadd, pub- 
lished by Corax. 

□ If you leant to team your 
bird calls and other Rockies 


Book at Thomas Cook and enjoy 
huge savings of up to 32% off 
brochure prices on Regal Princess 
cruises to the scenic wonderland of 
Alaska combined with unique tours 
of the magnificent Canadian 
Rockies. Unspoilt and untamed, 
these lands of glaciers and grizzlies, 
whales and waterfalls, promise a 
holiday experience unlike any other. 


PRICE INCLUDES *; 


*4 night escorted Rockies tour 
featuring Banff, Lake Louise & Jasper. 

*7 night cruise aboard P&O’s luxury 
superliner Regal Princess visiting the 
scenic highlights, including a day’s 
glacier cruising in Glacier bay. 

4r Return scheduled flights between 
LxmdonfCalgary/Vancouv^'. 




[Miami 1111 L3,s 

b ««*•*< 1 


out comes the Edukit, a Ushed by Corax 
trunk foil of bear parapher- □ If you want to team your 
nalia, skins, skulls and. “a bird cads and other Rockies 
whole mental library of bear sounds before you leone, dun 
stories”. a CD entitled songs and 

We came across a queue of Sounds of the Canadian 
cars watching number 33, a Rockies by John Neville is 


cinnamon-coloured black 
bear. This animal was once 
accustomed to stealing food 
from camp sites untR it was 
lured into a false set-up by 
park staff and Grad on with 


the answer. Available from 
Neville Recording, 138 Castle 
Cross Road, Salt Spring 
Island, RC Vsk 2G2, Can- 
ada. Teb +1 250537 8824, fax 
*. 12505374121 . © 
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This offer is for a limited 
period only, so don’t 
delay. Hurry down to your 
Thomas Cook shop now, 
book by phone quoting 
CR152 

or see Teletext page 268. 



The nice surprise is the prices 









> V ^'.8^ 


FINANCIAL TIMES WEEKEND SEPTEMBER 12/SEPTEMBER 13 1998 


NEW ZEALAND 


Helicopters 
are banned 
and mobile 
phones don’t 
wort John 
Westbrooke 
enjoys the 
remote 
beauty of the 
South Island 


N 


N ew Zealand is 
a tectonic 
treat, a long, 
thin country 
created as the 
Indo-Australian and Pacific 
plates push each other 
upward. But who would 
have thought you can not 
only see where they collide, 
but feel it and smell it? 

We visited Arthur’s Pass, 
the highest road over the 
country's highest moun- 
tains, in the company of Dr 
Gerry McSweeney, botanist, 
eco- warrior and hotelier. A 
short way down the western 
side of the road, he took us 
to a cliff side where the rock 
strata were exposed. 

That's it there," and he 
pointed to one particularly 
dark seam of rock, the line 
where the plates meet. “And 
look at this." Squatting 
down, he pointed to a small 
spring of -water. It smelt sul- 
phurous, and it was notice- 
ably warmer than the icy 
mountain streams running 
down the roadside, as if 
squeezed out by the friction 
of vast sections of the 
earth's crust rubbing to- 
gether. 

And that is more or less 
what it was. Some day. tour- 
ists may come to gawp at 
this evidence of the planet at 
work; but for now. the road 
was deserted - just the crisp 
blue air, the peaks of the 
Southern Alps with their 
first dusting of winter 
snows, and us. If this is the 
Pacific Ring of Fire, it is a 
peaceful place. 

Driving to Arthur's Pass 
from Christchurch, on the 
east coast of the South 
Island, or Greymouth on the 
west, is easy enough, along 
the routes pioneered during 
the gold rushes of the 1860s. 
But a better way to get there 
is on one of the world's great 
train journeys, the Tranz- 
Alpine. It makes the coast-to- 
coast journey and back 
every day from Christ- 
church. at no great speed, in 
comfortable carriages with 
big scenic windows and an 
outdoor car crowded with 
photographers. 

For a while it crosses the 
Canterbury Plains, where 
grain grows and sheep graze, 
before beginning its climb 
up the broad shingle valley 
of the braided Walmakartri 
River. The line runs along 
high bridges over wooded 
valleys, past bogs and tarns 
and tussock, close-cropped 
yellow-green hills and deep 
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High country: the Waimakariri River valley makes its way through New Zealand’s Southern Alps at Arthur's Pass 


The wonderful wizard of NZ 


blue lakes, and up to the 
rainforest which begins near 
Arthur’s Pass and covers 
much of the western slopes 
of the Southern Alps. (The 
mountains trap the east- 
bound rain, making the 
coast notoriously wet.) 

After that, you can wind 
down past more rivers, lakes 
and sheep to Greymouth, 
and after an hour's stopover 
return to Christchurch. But 
we broke our journey 3,000ft 
up at the McSweeneys’ lux- 
ury Wilderness Lodge for the 
night. 

You could sit in your room 
all day: not only does each 
one look out across the val- 
ley called Te Ko Awa a Am ■ 
wcmiwa - "Valley of the 
mother of the rainbows" - 
but each has a dressing-table 
mirror carefully placed so 
you can see the highest 


mountains from your bed. 

But Gerry McSweeney 's 
specialty is nature walks 
among New Zealand's 
unique plants and animals. 
Ha knows every plant 
around, from giant butter- 
cups to native beeches, shy 
ferns to towering rirau trees, 
which would have been fel- 
led by loggers a century ago 
if they had been discovered 
in the dense bush. 

He was a director of the 
Forest and Bird Protection 
Society for years, and his 
campaigns against logging 
and for conservation predict- 
ably made him enemies as 
well as friends (count me 
among the latter). In 1989. he 
and his wife decided to prove 
ecotourism could pay. by 
opening first a 30-room guest 
lodge down on the west 
coast, close to rainforest. 


penguins and seals, and then 
the Arthur's Pass lodge. 

Attached to it is a working 
sheep farm. “1 was due to 
take some American guests 
on a walk one inanun% but I 
also had ter muster Round 
upl the sh&lp,”’' says 
McSweeney.'^ I*asked 
them who'd like to come out 
at 5.30am and help catch 
sheep. Their hands all shot 
up. 

“The highlight for them 
was when another bus full of 
tourists saw them, thought 
they were all local sheep 
farmers, and stopped to take 
their photos." 

Still, it may be a pointer to 
the future of the economy of 
New Zealand - famously a 
country of 3.5m people and 
45m sheep - that ti\e tourist 
lodge Is far more profitable 
than the farm. , 


As well as helping out 
with the shearing, guests 
can ski in the unsophisti- 
cated local fields, look for 
kiwi and kea - raucous, 
thieving mountain parrots - 


If this is 
the Pacific 
Ring of Fire, 
it is a 
peaceful 
place 


go on guided night walks 
under the Southern Cross, or 
just relax and recharge their 
batteries. Gentle kayaking is 
possible, bungee jumping is 
not; helicopters are banned 
and mobile phones do not 


work. You go there for the 
beauty and remoteness, not 
for adre nalin activities. 

In the evening, enjoy good 
cooking and watch the stars 
through the house telescope: 
with no light pollution, there 
are more than most city 
dwellers would believe possi- 
ble. 

Not that city life in the 
South Island is very frantic. 
Greymouth is a small town 
with good craft shops: the 
west coast has deposits of 
greenstone (jade), another 
byproduct of geological 
activity, which Maoris have 
long valued and carved. 

Christchurch is a bigger 
proposition, settled last cen- 
tury by the Church of 
England in imitation of an 
imaginary English market 
town. The grey stone cathe- 
dral, designed by George Gil- 


bert Scott, still stands in the 
central square, although 
diminished by the ugly post- 
modern Noddy! and architec- 
ture around it. 

It is. however, enlivened 
by the lunchtime perorations 
of the Wizard - self-pro- 
claimed living work of art 
theorist of the fun revolu- 
tion, role model for post-fem- 
inist man. and metaphysical 
engineer - who wears a 
black cape and pointed hat. 
pontificates wittily on mod- 
em life and offers up rain 
spells or blesses rugby play- 
ers’ underpants. 

You can ride through the 
heart of town by tram, go 
punting on the Avon River, 
which winds Its way through 
the city under willow trees, 
or stroll past carefully 
tended gardens surrounding 
suburban bungalows. A big 


(Paradise IsCand 



A holiday that could give you the life of your dreams. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


Dfr-chuginf iDlramniNi - New Mind Tia timing} - Health. Gening ituo Stupe. Pii'l & ELvrci«r 
TWO WEEK SEMINARS IN THE BAHAMAS BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESSFUL Lrt ESG 
Please call for a brochure Cost Guide £13.000 



Tel: 00-353-1-838-9746 
Tel/Fax: 00-353-1-838-9701 




For the best 
TAILOR MADE 
itineraries to 

New Zealand 

together with 
expert advice and 
service call, fax 
or write for a 
professional 
competitive written 
quotation and 
brochure 
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THE ULTIMATE FLYING EXPERIENC 


Blue Water Voyages to the tropics 


ReBve the classic days of ocean baud aboard die luxury British-flagged cargo liner. RMS St Helena. 

Vldt the tropical South Atlantic Islands of St Helena and Ascension and Tristan da Cuxdu • some of 

the remotest Islands In die world. 

WL Visit Napoleon's tomb and his home In exile. Walk through the loneliest Bgct War cemetery 
in the world. See St Helena's unique flora and fauna - and meet some of the friendliest 
Britons you'D find. 

^ Relax in comfort on the last of the Royal Mail Ships, the modem, well -equipped 7,000-ton 
RMS ST HELENA. 

t Unique variety of fly/crui$e options, from 23 days to 50 days, all year round. Siarttng prices 
from £1,905. 

r-j.ll/ urrttf now for our broch u res; find out about one 

of the great s« voyages of the world- 
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18 PORT STREET * EVESHAM 
WORCESTERSHIRE * WRtl 6AN 


CONCORDE AND NEW YORK 
Concorde horn Manchester to New York on December 10th, Ihe 
ultimate start to the Christmas season! Three nights at the supert) 
Mamo tt Marquis at Times Square on Broadway. ideaHy located for 
snopping. sightseeing and in the very heart of theatre land. City 
tour and all transfers included. Return by BA 767. Regional 
connections available from most UK airports. £1955 

Conconto daily scheduled services to and from New York on 
Bntlsn Airways, via Heathrow and Air France, via Paris with 
accommodation and ground arrangements to your exact 
requirements. Prices start at just £2499 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON FLIGHTS 

“9*"® imtoq a Champagne luncheon. 
Available from Manchester. Birmingham. East Midlands. 
Glasgow. Gatwlck and Stansted. £639 

SUBSONIC CONCORDE FLIGHTS 

ConcortJe on a 40 minute 
ffl^rt. AvaBatote from Manchester. Heathrow, Glasgow, 
East Midlands, Birmingham, Gaiwick and Stansted. reag 

1999 

Our 1999 programme ot flights, our 14th year of Concorde 
Operations, is available now. Our choice of Concorte flights 
Indudes supersonic luncheon and subsonic flights, day and 
wej»ndvisits to Paris and New York, all at the keenest of 
pnees until a quality of service second lo none. Departure i 
altporB fa 1999 include Manchester. BirminghamTEast 
Midlands, Heathrow and Glasgow. w 

MILLENNIUM AND NEW YORK 

Four nights at the Marriott Marquis at Times Square an Broadway 

the crossroads of the world! Subsonic economy return fltahtswah 
optional Concorde upgrade avaSabte. Depart on December 30 th 
from Manchester, Glasgow. Heathrow and Krmfagham, £1699 

For your copy of our brochure call us now or write to: 
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city in South Island terms, 
Christchurch is not far in 
spirit from the farming ham- 
lets on the plains or the 
blissful isolation of the 
Arthur's Pass high country. 

■ John Westbrooke was a 
guest of Air New Zealand 
(tel- 0181-741 2293). which flies 
firm London to New Zealand 
six times a week from £660, 
and of the New Zealand 
Tourism Board ( 0S39-300900 
in the UK 50p a minute: or 
www.nztb.govt.nz). 

■ At the Wilderness .Lodge, 
tet +64 3 318 9246, nightly 
rates start at NZ$195 (£60 - 
the New Zealand dollar is 
weak) and include breakfast, 
dinner and two walks. 

■ TranzAlpine trips cost 
NZ$99 return and can be 
booked on +64 4 498 3303 out- 
side the country. The Wizard 
is on www.wizard.gen.nz 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


An utterly bewitching time in Bolivia 


So justwhat are llama foetuses 
sold fa:? Guy Marks travelled 
tqLa Paz to find out 


T he ■st witch was 
sul i. She sat on 
a reet comer 
ter ng her stall 
erf irious wares. 
I wondered i she could be 
selling eye of wt and toe of 
frog, but 1 do't dare find 
out. She ha* i look about 
her that wai t welcoming. 
Piercing eye sunk in a 
worn-leather ce, glared out 
from beneat the brow of 
her bowler 1 , casting dis- 
dain on pass ;-bye. 

I could he tub* message 
without it sing spoken: 
“Point that amera at me 
and I'll tn you into a 
toad." 1 nun 1 on down the 
street K waa narrow cob- 
bled aileywa running along 
the steep hi ide in the city 
centre of La az. 

Above it 1 he “smugglers 
market", wt e western con- 
sumer god with dubious 
origins can bought at bar- 
gain prices telow it is the 
Pinza de Sa Francisco with 
its baroque ilonial church; 
an incong] jus facade of 
ornate, septured stone- 
ware. 

Sandwich between these 
two monun its to imported 
culture, tb alleyway is a 
haven of ti t Bolivian heri- 
tage. It is 1 of bright col- 
ours, of art m shops setting 
rich red oven textiles, 
shawls, 1 lid-work and 
alpaca bl kets. Musical 
instrument akers sit whitt- 
ling at stk » of bamboo to 
make Andc i pan pipes, and 
rob arma llos of their 
armour to )vide the bodies 
for Charai is - the tradi- 
tional strir id instrument. 

In amom bese workshops 
is the odd t lrlst trap selling 
mock-alpa jumpers and 
five-year-< antiques. In 
front of tl shops are the 
stalls for llch the street 
has becoi famous. The 
women wl tend them are 
not artisan endors, but pur- 
veyors of . iritual and ritu- 
alistic pai ihemalia. They 
are the wipes of La Paz. 
Although many a tourist 


walks this street, the 
“witches' market" is not 
there as a tourist attraction. 
It is a genuine part of Boliv- 
ian. culture, drawing on 
ancient Andean beliefs that 
are still respected today. 
People from all walks of life 
come to this market to buy 
the ingredients for offerings 
to the spirit world. 

According to Felix, my 
guide, it was disrespect for 
this culture by foreign visi- 
tors that had made some of 
the women so sullen. He 
took me farther down the 
street to talk to the second 


The first 
ingredient 
was a layer of 
an aromatic 
herb called 
Koa, said to 
please the 
spirits 


witch. Here we received a 
much warmer reception. 
With a smile, she held out a 
basket frill of strange objects 
and, through Felix, ex- 
plained what they were for. 
All the objects were to bring 
luck in one form or another 
and this collection, known 
as a cha'Ua, formed the basis 
of an all-purpose offering. 

The basket was lined with 
white paper, white signify- 
ing a spell for good rather 
than a spell for evil. The 
first ingredient was a layer 
of an aromatic herb called 
Koa. said to please the 
spirits. Then the charms 
were added. These were a 
mixture of amulets made of 
clay or sugar with reliefs 
depicting scenes from every- 
day life. 

Each represented the 
desires and aspirations of 
the person making the offer- 
ing. A bag of money on a 



One of the so-called witches of La Paz, sefifcsg lama foetuses: a genuine part of Bofivtan oituta 


desk would bring luck in 
business, pictures of animate 
would bring health and fer- 
tility to a farmer's livestock, 
a courting couple would 
bring luck in love. 

In among the char ms were 
crosses and communion 
hosts, not because she was 
hedging her bets, but 
because Christianity has 
been incorporated into 


Andean religion. To com- 
plete the cha'Ua she had 
added seeds and nuts, sym- 
bolic of abundance and well- 
being. The whole thing was 
then topped off with a dried 
Uama foetus decorated with 
coloured cotton and wooL 
However bizarre this 
might appear, it had its 
place in symbolism. Llamas 
are thought of as messengers 


to the gods and Apus - the 
mountain spirits. No serious 
offering was therefore com- 
plete without a Uama foetus 
to carry the message beyond 
the physical world. The 
challa would be burnt or 
buried according to the 
witch's instruction. 
Although this one was 
already made up as part 
of her display, they were 


usually made to order. 

Most of the symbols were 
for good luck, but there were 
just a few for bad luck, to 
cast spells and gain revenge 
on enemies. Perhaps the 
most potent of Andean gods 
is Pachamama. She is 
mother earth, an all-power- 
ful. all-embracing life-force. 
The witch's stall was lined 
with small carvings repre- 
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seating this goddess; effigies 
carved with three human 
faces, a snake for protection, 
a turtle for health and a frog 
for wealth. I bought one for 
a couple of pounds and 
moved on to the next stall. 

The third witch was only 
25. Her name was Ines and 
she lacked the haggard 
image that goes with the ter- 
ritory. Felix was enchanted 


by her. and between us we 
chatted away about the use 
of nearly every single thing 
on her stall. She had a 
^ broader range of charms 
than the other witches, 
including some animal skins 
which she pulled from under 
the table. She held the pelt 
of a small Andean fox and 
ran her hands through Its 
whiskers, explaining the 

magical powers. 

If someone was suffering 
from grief, then an infusion 
of these thick hairs would 
put them back an truck. As 
well as these traditional 
Andean medicines and 
charms, she offered goods 
from other cultures. 

She had boxes and bags of 
herbal remedies and potions 
from India and south-east 

She held a 
fox pelt and 
ran her hands 
through its 
whiskers, 
explaining 
the magical 
powers 

Asia. For myself, though. I 
stuck with the Bolivian 
mythology and asked her for 
something to keep me safe 
on my travels. She produced 
a small clay amulet of a styl- 
ised condor-headed figure. 
This Andean bird has 
become a symbol of good 
luck for the traveller. 

Perhaps Andean beliefs 
have survived because of 
their adaptability. It seemed 
appropriate that this magnif- 
icent bird should have 
become a frequent-flyer's tal- 
isman. and at just 20p, it was 
the cheapest travel insur- 
ance I had ever bought. 

■ Guy Marks’ visit ro the 
Witches’ Market was 
arranged by Critlon Tours, 
which operates cultural pro- 
grammes, hotels and tours in 
Bolivia. Tel : La Paz +5 Bl 2 
374556/7 or find them on the 
internet at http:ilwwwMtica- 
ca.com 2 S' 


Learning the A to Z of 
azonian daily life 

Glenton keeps taking the tablets as he presses forward 
in a voyage of discovery through the Peruvian rainforest 


into the 1 
the per 


ed with insect 
illent, sunblock 
cameras, we 
ched ourselves 
jungle. Facing 
giant ana co n- 


of 


das, hurry caymans and 


the odd 
put our 
Lord, gjxj 
schedule 
us out a] 
WDd 
rampan 


tree-toed sloth, we 
(agile faith in the 
hick and the tour 
holy writ to get 
e. 

,e is never more 
than along the 


upper re hes of the mighty 
Axnazor Exploring its 
thickly >vergrown tribu- 
taries in i tiny Zodiac craft 
reduces >u to feeling like a 
water v< > trapped in a reed 
bed. 

Impen rable is hardly the 
word to it This jungle is 
more lit a natural fortress. 
Even \ en you squeeze 
through s outer defences it 
can dro a portcullis in the 
shape c a massive fallen 
tree to t ck the way. 

For n self and the other 
58 woul< je explorers on our 

expediti i cruise 2,000 miles 
from tl Atlantic, it was 
frustrat e to get so close 
and yet p far from the real 
action. : felt more like 
a paup peering through 
the rai lgs of a zoo, un- 
able to ford the admission 
fee. 

Occas mally we had 
glimpse of monkeys swing- 
ing thrt gh the thick forest 
and. ye we did see a tapir 
and a tine-toed sloth - very 
young des kept as pets by 
the loed Indians. The keen 
twitches among us fared 
better, ‘hey were treated to 
a constit display of parrots 
and othj- exotic birds. 

For use of us who could 
not tella masked crimson 
tenageman a ruddy pigeon 
we relict on the quick-fire 
commetary of our expert 


guides. But 1 was still 
searching for the orange- 
fronted plusherown by the 
time the red-eyed vireo had 
whizzed by. 

There was no problem 
identifying a more familiar 
species - the red-eyed pas- 
senger. We were a bleary- 
looking lot faring the first of 
the day's expeditions. A haz- 
ard of jungle exploration we 
had never considered was 
having to get up before 6am 
if we wanted to see the wild- 
life at its most active. Sensi- 
bly, it hides itself even more 
in the heat of the day. 

Once we set out at night in 
the hope of seeing nocturnal 
creatures. Yet they proved 
just as shy; with only frogs 
and the beady eyes of a cay- 
man to satisfy our growing 
zoological hunger. 

I only wish the myriad 
insect life was as discreet 
As much as we carefully 
observed the strictures to 
cover all our limbs and 
spray ourselves with repel- 
lent. the mosquitoes - even 
wasps - penetrated our 
defences. In this malarial, 
yellow fever zone the need to 
take the tablets and be inoc- 
ulated is obvious. 

Not so obvious, perhaps, is 
the vital need for a double, 
overall garment to keep dry. 
The problem with rain- 
forests is that it rains. Twice 
I was soaked to the skin by 
Niagara-volume cloudbursts. 
When you are speeding 
through one in an open 
Zodiac. It is like going 
throu gh a carwash. 

We could, at least, get 
warm and dry aboard our 
mother ship, the aptly 
named Explorer. But there 
was another kind of more 
stinging rainfall that left 
less bearable marks. Ants. 
As our craft brushed the 
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overhanging vegetation they 
fell in their hungry scores 
upon us to give a 
whole new meaning to 
“travel itch". 

The smell of insect sprays 
and balm became more 
famili ar than the usual per- 
ftzznes worn by our women 
passengers. In the jungle, a 
dab of Chanel No 5 is a sure- 
fire way of attracting the 
wrong kind of attention. 

Clearly our tender western 

This was far 
from being a 
typical cruise, 
and the 
Explorer is far 
from being a 
conventional 
cruise ship 

flesh made for a tasty dish. I 
felt like an over-dressed 
intruder in a nudist camp 
when we called at one of 
their simple, grass-hutted 
villages to watch bare- breas- 
ted women perform a sup- 
posed ritual fertility da nc e. 
Even in this remote region 
you cannot escape the inevi- 
table folk dancing. 

Yet this was far from 
being a typical cruise, and 
the Explorer is Car from 
being a conventional cruise 
ship. Known as the “Little 
Red Ship", the 2^98 ton ves- 
sel was built specially for 
adventure trips and set the 
growing trend fra- such expe- 
ditions nearly 30 years ago. 
It has poked its bows Into 
more oceanic nooks and 
cr anni es than a Jack Russel] 
Into rabbit boles. 

Its cabins (with tiny pri- 
vate bathroom) are cramped 
compared with those on 
many ships, and it has lim- 
ited public room space, but 
makes up for this with a big 
team of leading lecturers 
and friendly, intimate 
charm. 

With its ice-strengthened 
hull Explorer can go deep 
into the Antarctic and Arc- 
tic. You Will not find any 
other cruse ship with Iqui- 
tos on the itinerary. In fori, 
most of onr mainly Ameri- 
can passengers and myself 


had trouble finding it our- 
selves. 

Twice our jet from Miami 
tried to land at its airport, 
but was driven off by a rain- 
storm. We had to fly on to 
Lima, Peru's capital, for an 
unscheduled night's stay 
before we could fly back to 
Iquitos a day late for our 
planned week-long voyage. 

This surprisingly large 
Peruvian port can be 
reached only by air or river. 
Isolated amid the dense jun- 
gle it has prospered from 
successive booms in rubber 
and oil. In between this 
strange mix of Mid West 
and colonial Spain it served 
as a vital American lifeline. 
From here came the chicle to 
make its essential chewing 
gum. 

Even the mighty Amazon 
can leave Iquitos stranded 
outside the rainy season 
when the river level drops. It 
was a muddy torrent when 
we made our round trip from 
the port. The ship's bows cut 
through the water like a 
ploughshare turning over a 
furrow. 

Every day we anchored 
once or twice to make our 
jungle expeditions with no 
other company than Indians. 
Our only other contact with 
the outside world was when 
we called at the remote port 
of Letitia, a bustling, largely 
Indian town. 

The coca plant thrives nat- 
urally in the Peruvian jungle 
but there was not a drug 
baron in sight at Letitia. If 
there was any cocaine on 
sale, it was submerged by a 
cornucopia of tropical fruit 
and a scrum of Indians, pigs, 
chickens and ducks in the 
waterfront market 

However, I was told that 
the Indians chew the coca 
plant to keep themselves 
alert while fishing for 
long periods from their 
canoes. 

The Amazon can hold as 
many tenuis as the jungle - 
at least for us ou our organ- 
ised angling trips. We should 
have guessed as much when 
we were given Juicy red 
Chunks of beef for bait The 
infamous piranhas, with 
their needle-sharp teeth, 
loved it Then, so did the 
aptly named devil fish with 
their poisonous barbs, and 
the equally fierc e-looking 
catfish. 
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Even the many dolphins 
we saw - they have devel- 
oped an unusually long 
snout - had an uncuddly 
gruesomeness that would 
render them certain Disney 
rejects. They were also less 
friendly than the dolphins 1 
had been used to seeing. 

But not so the local 
Indians who welcomed us 
everywhere. Nor was ft the 
mighty American dollar they 


wanted. Our currency for 
buying their simple handi- 
crafts was much sought-after 
- T-shirts, jeans and track- 
shoes. 

This was a rare trip - 
most of us flew home with 
less clothing than when we 
set out What casual gear we 
had left was donated to the 
ship's scheme to supply 
much-needed garments to 
the poorer Indians. 


But we were richer for the 
cruise's unique experience. 
It was certainly an 
education, if only for the 
thrice-daily lectures on 
Amazonian life which 
ranged from anthropology to 
zoology. We may have been 
disappointed with not 
getting to closer grips with 
some of the wildlife, hut at 
least no one could accuse us 
of laying the rainforest to 


waste. We left it as 
innocently green as we 
undoubtedly were. 

■ The Explorer is operated 
by Abercrombie and Kent 
Travel, Sloane Square Mouse, 
Holbein Place, London. SWl 
W8NS. Tel: 0171-730 9600, fax: 
0171-730 9376. Amazon fares 
range from £3.339 to £8.667, 
inclusive of return flight and 
according to cabin category 
and length of cruise. 
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Fast food in one of the most cosmopolitan societies on earth: The most basic of Trinidad’s food traditions issues from Creole cooking 


Try everything except cow-heel soup 

Nicholas Woodsworth went to Port of Spain in search of genuine Trinidadian food. His tastebuds are still recovering 


I am never happier, 
travelling in some 
strange comer of the 
world, than when sam- 
pling a meal that can 
be found there and only 
there. It is the odd. local 
dish, after all, not the bland, 
universal one, that reveals 
the diner's true appetites. 

But the day 1 arrived in 
Trinidad, I must admit, I 
spent lunchtime looking 
desperately for something to 
eat There was no dearth of 
food in Port of Spain's hot 
and crowded streets - in 
dozens of small. hole-In-tbe- 
wall establishments diners 
were busy downing brim- 
ming bowls of cow-skin 
souse, pig-tail, and cow-heel 
soup with gusto. It all 
seemed just a bit too odd 
and a bit too local to sit 
down and join in. 

Better to swallow pride 
and self-respect than to swal- 
low cow-heel soup, 1 decided. 
I took myself off to the 
blandest place I could find. 
In the Excellent City Centre. 
Port of Spain's air-condi- 
tioned American- style shop- 
ping mall. I discovered an 
international food court. 
Here at half-a-dozen shiny 
cafeteria- style counters was 


food from Europe, India, 
China and the Middle East 

I was not disappointed 
with the hoi-sin chicken and 
stir-fried noodles I settled on 
at the Happy Palace counter. 
But I was disappointed with 
myself. 

This was not the way to 
eat This was not Trinidad- 
ian food - this was a tail-be- 
tween-the-legs retreat to the 
international food distained 
by all bona fide food adven- 
turers. 

Was l losing my taste for 
the genuine, I wondered? In 
my time I had braved, 
almost without blanching, 
snake meat in Guangzhou 
and sea slug in the Sulu Sea. 
This would not do. I slunk 
out or the Excellent City 
Centre set on eating locally 
- not a morsel of off-island 
food, I determined, would 
pass my lips. 

The days passed, and 1 
continued to eat European, 
Chinese. Indian and Middle 
Eastern meals. For. it turned 
out, I could not have been 
more wrong - all the foods 
in the mail were local and 
genuinely Trinidadian. 
Brought to the island over 
centuries by its many 
far-flung cultures, they are 


now enjoyed by everyone 
here. One has only to look at 
the faces on a Port of Spain 
street to see that this is one 
of the most cosmopolitan 
societies on earth. 

It is on the street, in fact, 
that some of the most 
authentic and popular foods 
of Trinidad are enjoyed. 
Port-of-Spainers are con- 


I sampled 
large blue 
crabs beside 
cornflour and 
cassava 
dumplings in 
boiling 
coconut milk 


stantly rushing about, and 
on busy weekdays rarely 
have time for relaxed meals. 
But their exuberance for life 
is reflected in their love of 
food and cooking, and all 
over the city sidewalks are 
crowded with snack shops, 
bars, food stands, markets 
and impromptu restaurants. 
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Not all of them serve cow- 
heel soup. 

My own initial favourites 
were the rod stands. In India 
rod refers simply to round, 
flat, chapati bread. In Trini- 
dad the bread - two layers of 
dough stuffed with ground 
split peas - is just the begin- 
ning. Into it goes curried 
meats, shrimp or vegetables, 
and then a layer of spiced 
chick peas or potatoes. The 
whole Is then folded, making 
a complete portable meal It 
is the most popular food of 
all, as entire raws of franti- 
cally busy city rod stands 
attest 

From rods I graduated to 
other island specialties. In 
the Home Style Restaurant, I 
sampled curried crabs and 
dumplings - large blue crabs 
simmered beside cornflour 
and cassava dumplings in 
boiling coconut milk. 

At the Tal Hing restaurant 
I tasted shrimp chow mein, 
sweet and “browned down" 
with caramelised sugar in 
the island style. On Indepen- 
dence Square I tried Leban- 
ese potato salad and kebabs. 
There, too, I ate arepas. 
maize patties stuffed with 
chicken, a legacy of Trini- 
dad's 300 years of Spanish 
colonisation. 

I ventured into even more 
exotic territory. On a St 
James sidewalk late one 
boozy night, along with doz- 
ens of other revellers, I 
sipped corn soup, thick with 
kernels and loaded with pep- 
per sauce - the perfect anti- 


dote, it is said, to too much 
rum. 

On Maracas beach I bit 
into "bake and shark”, deep- 
fried bread stuffed with 
shark steaks and flavoured 
with a variety of spicy chut- 
ney sauces - papaya, lime, 
cilantro and fiery yellow 
pepper. 

Even refreshments as 
simple as the chilled green 
coconuts sold from trucks 
around Port of Spain's vast, 
grassy park, the Savannah, 
were delicious - first one 
drinks the dear, cooling liq- 
uid, then, with a spoon fash- 
ioned In seconds from the 
husk by a vendor’s flashing 
machete, one quickly scoops 
out the soft, sweet, translu- 
cent jelly inside. 

Now. this was all well and 
good, but as I ate my way 
through different cultures, I 
realised J was avoiding the 
central issue. The most basic 
of Trinidad's food traditions 
issue from Creole cooking - 
the foods evolved by black 
Africans making the most of 
their own traditions, back- 
yard ingredients, and the 
often less -than -prime provi- 
sions doled out by their 
French slave-masters. 

This is the island’s most 
serious eating - cow-skin 
souse, pig- tail and cow-heel 
all spring from it - and 
when 1 arrived in the tiny 
coastal Afro -Caribbean vil- 
lage of Blau chi sseuse I 
resolved to tackle it head on. 

Luckily, in the person of 
plump, genial Sita Joyeau, I 


found the ideal Creole food 
interpreter. Taught by her 
grandmother, she found her- 
self as a young girl helping 
cook holiday and Sunday 
feasts for a vast extended 
family. . 

She has been cooking ever 
since. Sita is also consulted 
by Blanchisseuse villagers in 
the arcane and much- 


I cannot say I 
found the 
gluey and 
gelatinous 
hunk of 
boiled cow 
hoof terribly 
appealing 


revered art of medicinal herb 
and plant cures. She took me 
into the kitchen and, In 
chopping, slicing, mixing 
and simmering, showed me a 
cuisine that was hardly as 
frightful as they sound. 

CaUaloo. coocoo, pelau. bid- 
jol - such foods are highly 
popular on the island and 
all, I discovered, taste fine. 
CaUaloo. virtually a national 
dish, is a purged mixture of 
okra and taro - two plants 
brought from Africa and 
essential in the slave diet 
Flavoured with salted pork 
or crab. It is poured over 
rice. 
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Coocoo turned out to be 
nothing more alarming than 
a blend of commeal flour 
and okra, bound, as so much 
Creole food is, with coconut 
milk. Pelau is a tasty blend 
of cinnamon-spiced rice and 
peas. Buljol. a dried-fish 
dish, is particularly papular 
in a coastal community like 
Blanchisseuse. 

Fish here is often smoked 
over coconut husks and bay 
leaves, then sun-dried. Later 
soaked, it is tossed in hot 
coconut oil with tomatoes, 
hot peppers and onions. All 
stand comparison with what 
1 regard as Slta's chef 
d’oeuvre. green banana salad 
served beside duck curried 
with cilantro, garlic, ginger 
and masoala 

And so to cow-heel soup. 
Sita made it, I tried it, an d to 
be honest - in spite of the 
covering flavours of split 
peas, pumpkin, carrots, yam. 
celery, taro and onions - I 
cannot say 1 found the gluey 
and gelatinous hunk of 
boiled cow hoof I found 
submerged there terribly 
appealing. 

But there is a reason for 
everything, including the 
popularity of cow-heel soup. 

"Oar men corns u me 
anything they think will 
improve their virility,” she 
laughed. “They devour the 
sea urchins off the rocks. 
They strip so much bark off 
the babande tree [from the 
French bois bands - swollen 
wood] that it droops over 
and dies. But there is 
nothing to beat cow-heel 
soup - it has something to 
do with all that glue. Men 
cannot get enough of it,” 

1 cast my mind back to 
other outlandish meals l bad 
eaten. It seemed to me I 
remembered vague, similarly 
extravagant claims for snake 
meat and sea slugs. 

Mentally i filed cow-heel 
soup away in the same 
category of peculiar foods, 
and carried on enjoying 
Trinidadian cooking. Odd 
local dishes do indeed 
sometimes reveal the diner’s 
true appetites. 


It’s not 
suci a 
wild 
woid 
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(Ca? Town), 
kidnappings Y emen) , 
murders (thflahamas): it 
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Internal matrs, but now 
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So where cn you go to 
ensure a safa-el axing 
holiday? Thenswer, as 
always, is: ju about 
anywhere, rely. But to 
be doubly sin. ask the 
Foreign Ofific 
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updated advii about 
security in mre than 120 
countries, by bone on 
0171-238 4503, a BBC2 
Ceefax on pags 470 on, 
and (much thquickest) 
on the interneat 
wwwJfco.gov. c 
At present advises 
against any trrel to 14 
places, from Ashanistan 
to Western Saira, and all 
but essential hvel to 11 
more (Pakistaand 
south-east Tmey among 
them). The FCias no 
power to ban Ktons from 
going anywhei. but 
travel insure rcnay use 
its warnings aan excuse 
not to recomptse people 
whose trips bae been 
cancelled. 

Most FO adve. though, 
Is of a less intiidating 
nature- India: tware con 
men, drive witcare. 
Croatia: tick-bme 
encephalitis. Rnce and 
Florida: watch ut for hire 
cars with giveeay 
number plates .'hailand: 
don’t take druged drinks 
from strangersip tides 
at Phuket. Rusa: take 
US dollars in pstine 
condition. 

The US State 
Department's turnings - 
see traveLstateov/ 
travel jvaxninghtml - 
are sometimes ranger 
than the FO’s, prhaps 
because Americas are 
seen as being agreater 
risk. Individual 
Americans oftedook like 
rich targets to jor 
pickpockets: an rebels 
with ideologicaJbjecti ons 
to capitalism, Cristianity 
or Washington’role as 
Globocop may sike at 
anything repress ting 
Uncle Sam. iron 
embassies to Plaet 
Hoflywoods. 

Some countriecleariy 
require more tha usual 
care. This may apresent 
include Islamic cuntries 
where western ennight 
be resented, thouh the 
State Departmenand FO 
are calm about Knya and 
Tanzania, scenes f the 
recent US erabasc 
bombings, merely 
advising caution. 

And among poglar 
destinations whic still 
require care abouyour 
possessions: SoutlAfrica 
and Brazil, wherehe FO 
notes high crime ites. 

What can you dto 
reduce risks? Muc as 
you’d do at homeJress 
down; leave jeweEry 
behind. Stay awa£tom 
poor parts of town 
Be streetwise atut 
popular scams: thi 
stranger who poire out 
mud on your jacks and 
picks your podtet 'hfle 
you look, the “polfeman” 
who asks to inspec your 
documents, the p arin g 
driver who tells ya that 
you have a flat tyi- 
With countries sch as 
Jamaica, Fiji, Spai, 
Turkey, the FO is t pains 
to stress that “mo; 
people have enjoyale, 
trouble-free holidas". 
before pointing to tinor 
problems, mostly i the 
bag-snatching varity. 
That’s about rlghfcfor 
every hohdaymakr in 
trouble you read abut a 
million have noting 
worse than a bum spot 
where the sun creai 
didn't reach or a qeasy 
stomach from the pella. 

John Westbooke 
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Grand Canyon 
and Monument 
Valley are 
tour top spots. 

Guy Marks 
found that they 
offer a lot more 
than the view 

D pwn broke and 
flooded orange 
light across 
the canyon 
wail. A mule 
deer emerged from the shad- 
ows behind the juniper 
bushes. She sniffed the fresh 
morning air and trotted off. 
calmly and sure -foot edly 
picking her way downhill 
across loose rocks. 

In spite of leaving the com- 
fort of my hotel bed at 
4.30am and driving just sly 
miles to the rim of the 
Grand Canyon before dawn. 
I was not the first on the 
Bright Angel Trail that 
day. 

There were not many 
people, but I knew that as 
the day progressed I would 
be joined by a never-ending 
army of hikers who march 
the paths around the 
national park. It was there 
fore an unexpected pleasure 
to see wildlife at close quar- 
ters and to enjoy a moment 
of tranquillity in such a pop- 
ular place. 

Grand Canyon national 
park is top of the league of 
popularity, with far more to 
offer than the view. People 
come for the fishing and to 
raft the 277 miles (445km) of 
the Colorado River that runs 
through it. They come to 
photograph and to study its 
geology as well as to hike, 
horse-ride or just indulge in 
sightseeing. It was opened as 
a national park in the 1330s 
and the facilities were 
upgraded in the 1960s and 
1970s to accommodate Im 
visitors a year. 

It was declared a World 
Heritage Site in 1979. but no 
one had predicted the mas- 
sive influx of tourists 
that would arrive in the 
1990s. 

The park would be big 
enough to take the numbers 
If they were evenly distrib- 
uted across the land area, 
but they are not The great- 
est proportion visit the 
South Rim as opposed to the 
North Rim and with only 
two entrance gates they are 
channelled towards the visi- 
tors' centre and park head- 
quarters at the Grand Can- 
yon village. 

Designated viewing points 
along the way are filled all 
day. but particularly at 
dawn and dusk, with visitors 



Monument VaJJey, Arizona; ft does not have the same crowds as the Grand Canyon, but it b sta a big attraction with more than 1,000 vtsttmg daily 


Arizona - take the rail to the trail 


vying for the best view, that 
special vista across the 
greatest chasm in the earth's 
surface. In the past 10 years 
the number of visitors has 
doubled. The park authori- 
ties undertook a manage- 
ment study in the mid-1990s, 
and came up with predic- 
tions that 5m people a year 
would be visiting by the mil- 
lennium and 7m by 2010. 

They were wrong. 1116 fig- 
ures have already reached 
5m, way before time. When 
7m is reached, the problem 
will not be the 39,200 visitors 
per day or the 19300 visitors 
at any one time, but the 
8.780 vehicles that they come 
in. 

Faced with this monumen- 
tal logistics problem, the 


park authorities have come 
up with a solution. They 
have decided that they do 
not want to restrict access to 
people - just to cars. 

A light railway will be 
built from the little town of 
Tusayan. just outside the 
park boundaries, covering 
the six miles to Mather Point 
and the Grand Canyon Vil- 
lage. Day visitors will have 
to leave their cars and take 
the train into the park. The 
first stage of development is 
to open the orientation cen- 
tre in September 2000 and 
the rail will follow within a 
couple of years. 

A transit hub will cater for 
4,000 people an hour, taking 
visitors from the railhead 
out to an extended trail sys- 


tem and cycle paths, using 
buses run on “alternative 
fiiel”. In the meantime, the 
existing shuttle bus service 
along the West Rim Drive 
has been expanded. 

Last year saw the intro- 
duction of electric buses on 
the route and this season the 
older fleet of buses is being 
converted to liquefied natu- 
ral gas engines. Although 
numbers are increasing Eas- 
ter than predicted, the cur- 
rent system seems to be rop- 
ing. I did not find any delays 
or long queues, which is 
quite an achievement under 
those drcumstances. 

I spent the day walking 
down into the canyon and 
out to Plateau Point over- 
looking the Colorado. 


Although there was rarely a 
moment of complete soli- 
tude. and at times there 
were too many people for my 
liking, at least the trail was 

I The good 
organisation 
was typical 
of the 
parks in 
Arizona 

capable of supporting so 
much pedestrian traffic. 

The path was clean and 
well maintained with plenty 
of facilities such as water 


taps and the occasional toi- 
let block. That is an impor- 
tant consideration when so 
many pass by in a day. This 
good organisation was typi- 
cal of the parks in Arizona. I 
did. however, find it strange 
but refreshing that the parks 
are largely under-commer- 
cialised. with a limited range 
of shops, restaurants, stalls 
and even accommodation. 

Monument Valley does not 
have the same crowds as the 
Grand Canyon, but it is still 
a big attraction with more 
than 1.000 visiting daily. Yet 
Goulding's hotel just outside 
the entrance and the park's 
small campsite are almost 
the only places to stay 
within 20 miles. 

The visitors' centre is dull 


with a small, tacky gift shop 
and little else. The main 
point of a visit, however, is 
to see the desert landscape 
with its monumental red- 
rock mesas, and the archaeo- 
logical sites. These are the 
remains of homes built into 
caves and under overhang- 
ing rocks that were inhab- 
ited by the Anasazi Indians 
up until 1300. Navajo guides 
line up with truckloads of 
horses to take visitors into 
this sacred land. 

1 took a day trip from 
Goulding's led by Navajo 
Stanley Blackwater. After 
showing us some of the rock 
art at the habitation sites 
and getting his jeep stuck in 
the sand. Stanley led us to a 
bidden valley for lunch. 


It seemed so quiet and 
remote that 1 would have 
believed him if he'd said that 
no one else went there, but a 
lavatory tucked away behind 
the pine trees was a clue to 
the lunch-spot's regular use. 
1 think the Americans have 
got it righL 

Arizona is blessed with 
some of the most impressive 
scenery in the world and it 
is still possible to enjoy it 
without being assaulted by 
commercialism. With consid- 
erable planning efforts, 
when the crowds come, it 
will still be a stale or wide 
open spares, hidden valleys 
and a little peace and quiet, 
allowing the consumer soci- 
ety to escape from its con- 
sumption. 
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I f there is a mare beau- 
tiful place anywhere in 
the United States tban 
Lake Tahoe. I have yet 
to see it The resort, which 
sits just on the Nevada side 
of the border with northern 
California, combines the best 
of both states. 

Tahoe offers wbat can best 
be described as “gambling 
with a human face". 

Consider its advantages. 
Here, 6,200ft (l,890m) above 
sea level, is a 22 by 12 mile 
lake of pure water, ringed by 
snow-capped mountains and 
pine forests. It has remained, 
miraculously, unspoiled. The 
70-mile drive around the lake 
shore offers view after view, 
across bay after bay, of soar- 
ing peaks set against green 
foliage and blue skies. 

In summer, there are 
places to laze on the beach, 
which never seem crowded 
Or you may sail across to a 
lakeside restaurant, to sip 
Chardonnay over a leisurely 
brunch. 

In winter, there Is Olym- 
pic-level skiing at Squaw 
Valley or Heavenly (well 
named} only minutes away. 
On the slopes there may be 
crowds, but American trails 
are quite different from the 
busy tracks which criss- 
cross European resorts. The 
ski runs cover wide, saucer- 
shaped slopes, offering 
ample choice for nonces. 

Bat it is of course the gam- 
bling which gives Tahoe its 
character. There are four - 
and only four - casino hotels 


The best of both worlds 


David Spanier would bet his bottom dollar on the intimate gambling and ski resort, Lake Tahoe 


plonked down just inside the 
Nevada border like Lego 
blocks, two by two facing 
each other. 

And here a curious and 
perhaps unique feature of 
the place as a gaming resort 
may be noted Much to the 
chagrin of the casino oper- 
ators, the gambling facilities 
are fixed by law and may not 
be expanded. 

In other words the very 
thing which the casinos are 
not allowed to do is what 
gives Tahoe its appeal to 
visitors - its intimate 
scale. 

No wonder the resort is 
described as “the best kept 
secret in America*’. It seems 
to have been discovered by a 
surprisingly large number of 
British tourists among its 
23m visitors a year. 

The most profitable casino 
is Harvey's and the most 
stylish is Caesar's Palace. 
Bath offer pleasing restau- 
rants and snack bars, 
looking out over tbe lake, 
which makes the sky room 
at Harvey’s a great spot for 
dinner. 

Both casinos cater to the 
middle-American public, 
with a cornucopia of slot 
machines fanning out in all 
directions, plus a swath of 
table games such as black- 



Lake Tahoe; in summer, you may sa3 across to a lakeside restaurant, to dp Chardonnay over branch. In winter, there is skiing at Squaw Valley or Heavenly jc*» wasomehe 


jack, craps (dice) and rou- 
lette (but beware the double 
zero). 

In the regular season, 
room prices in the top 
casino-hotels run from 
around 5119 (£72) for a dou- 
ble room from Sundays to 


Thursdays and from 3149 on 
Fridays and Saturdays, ris- 
ing in the s umm er season by 
about $30 in each category. 

But there are also plenty 
of cheap motels available, 
lined up across tbe border 
with California (where 


casino gambling is not 
legal). 

Low level gambling can be 
fun. After all, to risk a few 
coins in a slot machine, on 
tbe off-chance of hitting a 
jackpot paying tbe lucky 
winner thousands of dollars, 


is not exactly the primrose 
path to addiction. 

What is not so well known 
is that the casinos are very 
ready and willing to give 
regular players “comps'* - 
that is, free drinks or meals 
or a ticket to a show. 


depending on their action at 
the tables or slots. All you 
need to do is -ask a casino 
executive how long you need 
to play to be “rated". 

This does not mean, by tbe 
way, that a player must lose 
(which he or she probably 


will anyway) but simply 
spend a certain amount of 
time gambling. 

High rollers get free flights 
and luxury suites. But in 
these days of intense compe- 
tition for customers, all casi- 
nos will also reward low- 
rollers with comps in propor- 
tion. Why not take it, if it's 
going? 

One of the features of 
Tahoe is the enthusiastic 
crowd of sun-tanned stu- 
dents and other young folk 
(minimum age to play is 21) 
who buzz into town at the 
weekends. They may be seen 
lining up. often three or four 
deep, around the tables, so 
keen arc they to get their 
money down. I mention this 
because Tahoe casinos are 
more fun and more lively 
tban the heavy-duty mass 
gaming scene typical of 
nearby Reno <75 minutes by- 
road) or Las Vegas. 

The big news in Tahoe is 
tbe plan to liuk the ski 
resort of Heavenly with the 
town by means of a two-mile 
long ski-lift Work is expec- 
ted to start soon. The mam 
idea is to change the lake- 
side strip from its present 
commercial use. dominated 
by cars, into a pedestrian 
environment, with recre- 
ational and retail space, in 
Alpine village style. 

When this project is com- 
pleted. tourists will have tbe 
best of both worlds. Skiing 
by day and gambling by 
night. with hardly a pause in 
between. 
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Y ou might have to travel a 
great distance to find 
quintessential English* 
ness in an hotel these 
days, and even then the chances 
are you will be disappointed. The 
Windamere Hotel is. indeed, a 
very long way away - in Darjeel- 
7,000ft up in the foothills of 
the Himalayas. But it is far horn 
disappointing, seeming to exist in 
a world depicted in English films 
of the 1940s. 

To get there you must first Dy 
from Delhi or Calcutta to Bagdo- 
gra in northern Bengal. Then you 
have a choice: either hire a car 
for the perilously steep three- 
hour drive up the mountains, or 
take the train. 

The narrow-gauge “toy train", 
as they call it. takes at least 
twice as long. 'Railway enthusi- 
asts. however, appreciate being 
tugged along by steam locomo- 
tives built in Manchester and 
Glasgow more than a century 
ago. The tracks parallel the nar- 
row main road as it ascends from 
the plains of Sillgnri to the 
heights of Darjeeling, offering 



Just sitting on top of the world 

Giles MacDonogh is shaken and stirred by the time he reaches Darjeeling 


unforgettable glimpses of the tea- 
gardens which cling to the sheer 
hillsides. 

Whichever method you choose, 
you will arrive in Darjeeling 
shaken and stirred. If you stay at 
the Windamere, the next few 
minutes will pass like a dream. 
You hand over your passport, 
sign the register and are ushered 
into afternoon tea: their own 
variety of Darjeeling (believed to 
come from Tumsong estate), 
wafer-thin tomato sandwiches 
and cakes. 

Meanwhile, your room is being 
prepared. At 5.30 a coal fire is lit 
in the grate and a hot-water bot- 


tle popped into your bed to pro- 
tect yon from the cold Himalayan 
nights. Most, if not all. of the 
rooms seem to be large and 
old-fashioned. Faded photographs 
and on paintings adorn the walls; 
and there are dressing rooms and 
bath-tubs with claw feet which 
seem to cry out for a gently forti- 
fying dram of whisky before you 
face the evening’s entertainment 
downstairs. 

The Windamere’s owners are 
conscious of the need to offer 
their guests some entertainment. 
Nepali dancers perform inside 
when it is cold, or sometimes in 
the walled garden, in the summer. 


A nip in the air brings forth hot 
brandy punch and pies. 

Peak after peak towers over the 
hotel. Eliminating at the end of 
the valley In Kangcheoiunga. at 
28,145ft second only to Everest 

Basking in the sun on the ter- 
race during the day you are 
likely to encounter “Madam" 
Tenduf-La, the hotel’s 95-year-old 
owner, who still ambles amiably 
around with the aid of a stick. 
After dark the terrace is lined 
with braziers filled with hot coals 
to ward off the chill mountain 
air. 

The hotel revolves around the 
dining room and the bar. All 


meals (even tea) are included in 
the room rate, and meal-times 
are observed with a strictness 
reminiscent of a seaside boarding 
house. Breakfast is copious: fruit, 
porridge, bacon and eggs with 
chicken sausages. American muf- 
fins. toast, marm a lade 
Having work to do in the tea- 
gardens. I failed to experience 
lunch, but the candlelit dinn er 
was something special. To some 
extent this was attributable to 
the pianist, who nightly ran 
through her repertoire of Noel 
Coward songs, regaling package* 
trekkers, nostalgic former plant- 
ers. schoolmasters and writers 


with “A room with a view" or 
“Somewhere I’ll find you". 

The daily printed menu is liter- 
ally Anglo-Indian. First soup, 
then a confusing choice which, it 
transpires, is no choice at all. An 
English dish is presented along- 
side one from Nepal or Tibet. The 
En glish dish might be the deli- 
cious local pork that comes froir 
the little, black hairy pigs which 
scuttle around the nearby vil- 
lages. Usually, then, you are 
obliged to eat the local dish. too. 
before tackling some sticky. 
Anglo-Indian pudding. 

Late nights are rare at the Win- 
damere. but if you are lucky you 


may catch the "bar before it 
closes. Over a Black Dog whisky 
and soda you wiD find that the 
Other guests -loosen up and talk, 
in scenes reminiscent of old 
films, about .attempts to scale a 
local peak, br how much they 
paid for a shawl in the bazaar. 

Of course, this sort of hotel 
doesn’t appeal to everybody. The 
walls are thin in places a5a4 one 
morning 1 was woken atjfive by 
some Americans next defer coin-, 
p laining of cold and lamenting 
the absence of air-conditioning. 

On the terrace 1 listened to a 
party from the US who were.com- 
paring notes on their < rooms. 
They found the absence of televi- 
sion burdensome. Maybe to enjoy 
the Windamere’s peculiar plea- 
sures you have to be English, or 
have a special feeling for the 
past 

■ The Windamere Hotel Darjeel- 
ing. tel +91-354 54041. fax 54043. 
Double rooms from $80 (£50) full 
board. Payments must be made 30 
days in advance. Giles MacDon- 
ogh 's stay teas arranged by 
Greaves Travel (0171-486 684©. 


Madras - 
with 
marriage 
in the 
air 

Nick Haslam finds that his 
character is under the spotlight 


T he astrologer 
looked at me 
thoughtfully and 
then turned over 
a page or two. 
“You are." he said, “princi- 
pled, usually cool-tempered, 
but prone to the occasional 
blasting and testiness." I 
nodded in a cool, measured 
fashion. 

“And your future wife will 
be of medium height, round 
faced, slow talking and 
prone to problems of the 
uterus." He must have seen 
the flush of testiness in my 
features for he quickly went 
on. “But a remedial pilgrim- 
age can change all that." 

Marriage seemed to be in 
the air in Madras for, barely 
had I arrived, when my 
guide, an engaging woman 
called Reuuka, had invited 
me to her cousin's wedding. 
We had just finished a whirl- 
wind tour of the city, 
starting with St Mary's, the 
oldest Anglican church east 
of Suez, ft was built in the 
1680s by the British East 
India Company. 

Complete with steeple and 
shady graveyard, only the 
hibiscus and pepper trees 
were a reminder that we 
were in fact in Tamil Nadu, 
and not some sleepy Sussex 
village. 

The massive fort of St 
George nearby though, said 
more about the real secular 
purpose of the Company 
when Madras, formerly three 
sleepy fishing villages on the 
Bay of Bengal, became its 
first base on the sub-conti- 


nent. Behind St George's 
high ramparts the counting 
houses of one of the most 
powerful commercial oper- 
ations the world had ever 
seen were sheltered. 

The fort today is a 
museum, and the many 
paintings of disapproving 
British functionaries in hot 
high collars attending the 
lavish durbars of cook tur- 
banned nabobs reflect the 
uneasy relationship which 
existed over the centuries 
between the colonialists and 
their unwilling hosts. 

As dusk fell. I found 
myself in pride of place on 
the front row of the wedding 
balL Open on three sides to 
warm tropical breezes, horns 
brayed, and the bride, look- 
ing resplendent in a blue 
and gold sari, entered fol- 
lowed by the groom. 

For half an hour, the Brah- 
min priest and bis assistant 
chanted prayers and sprin- 
kled incense until at last the 
couple, who had been 
shielded from each other by 
a large sheet, were united by 
a ceremonial string. 

Later, over a feast of vege- 
tarian food served on banana 
leaves, the newlyweds asked 
me if I was married. Polite 
concern was voiced at my 
single state and a visit to the 
astrologer was mooted. “You 
must take the opportunity 
while you are here," I was 
told. “Your horoscope and 
that of your intended are 
most important." 

But thoughts of future 
connubial bliss were more or 



The EnfMd motorcycle factory on the outskirts of Madras. As an enthusiast entering, it was a Gttkt like passing through the gates of paraeffse 


less forgotten over the fol- 
lowing days, for early next 
morning we set off for Kan- 
chipuram, one erf the seven 
holy cities for Hindus and a 
two-hour drive west of 
Madras. As we approached 
through paddy fields the 
high temple towers or gopur- 
ams loomed over wide stone- 
tanks where women were 
washing clothes. 

Black-robed pilgrims wan- 
dered among more than 125 
ornately carved temples, 
some of which date back to 
the 7th century. 

Beggars and holy men sat 
in the shade, and I was glad 
that Reuuka had reminded 
me to have plenty of change 
to pass out to the numerous 
hands stretched in our direc- 
tion. 

My favourite temple was 
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the massive Sri Ekambaran- 
athar, with 540 col umns in 
its dark courtyard, built 
around the sacred 2^00-year- 
old mango tree where, 
according to legend, Parvati. 
wife of the great god Shiva, 
had done penance for many 
years. 

Unwisely, she had play- 
folly held her h a n ds over the 
Lord's eyes, plunging the 
world Into darkness and for- 
cing him to open his third 
eye to restore the universe. 
Only after she had com- 
pleted lifetimes of obeisance 
did Shiva relent, a punish- 
ment which even Reuuka. a 
devoted Hindu, thought was 
a little over the top. 

I stayed that night at 
the Ashok hotel at nearby 
Mahabalipuram on the 
beach, and was up early next 
morning, as the fishermen 
put out to sea, to head back 
to Madras. 

At Film City, a vast collec- 
tion of sets and studios in 
the suburbs, where more 
films are produced than in 
Bombay. I met Mr Balasu- 
bramanian, the technical 
manager, whose office occa- 
sionally filled with the rapid 
beat of hooves and truncated 


screams from the cutting 
rooms below. 

“We make family films." 
he said. "Much singing, hard 
cuts, romance and never less 
than three hours long.” 

“Are there any films, per- 
haps, without singing?" I 
asked tentatively. “Oh no - 

Another 
wedding party 
posed for a 
photo with 
a concrete 
shark 

we call those art films - you 
must go to West Bengal if 
you want art films." said Mr 
Balasubramanian. a trifle 
disparagingly. 

There was, alas, no shoot- 
ing that day, but we were 
taken for a tour of the out- 
door sets of Moghul Gardens, 
a Graeco-Roman temple, and 
a large concrete shark, 
where yet another wedding 
party posed for their photo. 

Our next stop was the 
Enfield motorcycle factory 


on the outskirts of Madras. I 
have to declare an interest 
here: having ridden an 
ancient British motorcycle 
for years, entering that fac- 
tory, where gleaming new 
Enfields stood in rows, was a 
little like passing through 
the gates of paradise. 

The last Royal Enfield 
made In the UK came off the 
production line in the 1960s. 
but here virtually the same 
distinctive design is still 
being produced. Under signs 
proclaiming "Enfield, all a 
man’s first bike should be". I 
wandered through the fac- 
tory with general manager 
Mr Shankar, as the new shift 
trickled into work. 

“They are always slow to 
start." he said laughing. 
“You see. we have the most 
highly unionised labour 
force in the whole of India. 
What can we do?" 

Inhaling deeply that heavy 
perfume of paint and fuel 


try 


which is peculiar to motor- 
cycles the world over, we 
came to the test bed, where 
new machines were started 
up for the first time. 

“Would you like to 
one?” said Mr Shankar. 
Within minutes. I was pot- 
tering slowly around the fac- 
tory enclosure with an 
ecstatic grin, riding one of 
the latest Enfield products, a 
diesel-engined 325cc single. 
Only the security guards on 
the gate prevented me from 
hitting the open road then 
and there, but I knew, too, 
that the appointment with 
the astrologer was loo ming . 

Gratefully I shook Mr 
Shankar's hand and, like 
any zealot, wished him well 
in keeping the Enfield on the 
road. “Oh we have no wor- 
ries there." he said. “The 
bike is now becoming a 
macho symbol for young 
India n men - and there are 
many of those." 


The astrologer, an 
unkempt man in his 30s, 
having delivered his analysis 
of my character (pretty accu- 
rate it was too. I thought) 
consulted his books for the 
last time. 

The nuptials should take 
place after next May, when 
Jupiter passes out of the 
12th house - but you are an 
elephant, and must not 
marry a lion," he said. 

Forewarned, they say, is 
forearmed, and making a 
mental note to stay away 
from cats of all kinds, 1 
walked back into the sun- 
shine of the real world. 

■ Nick Baslam flew to India 
with Air India (tek 0171-495 
7950). A return flight London- 
Madras is £453 but many 
travel agents offer discounted 
fares. The itinerary was 
organised by the Government 
of India Department of Tour- 
ism. 7 Cork Street, ■ London. 
Tek 0171-437 3677. © 
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The elephant god kept an eye on us 

Nick Haslam combines sightseeing in Mysore, in southern India’s biggest state of Karnataka, with a fishing expedition 


A t 5.30am, the Sha- 
tabdi Express 
drew slowly out 
of Madras station 
bound for Mysore 
and I settled back into my 
seat to catch, up on some 
sleep. Minutes later a tap on 
the shoulder awoke me, and 
from then on the two 
smartly dressed attendants 
brought a seeming l y never- 
ending succession of tasty 
titbits, including a full 
breakfast of rice, vegetables 
and dahl 

At Mysore, five hours 
later. Pradeep, my l guide, 
was at first concerned and 
then amused when I groaned 
as he told me that lunch 
awaited at the hotel. 

After the crowded bustle 
of Madras, Mysore, in 
southern India's biggest 
state of Karnataka, seemed 
to run in slow motion. 
People, rickshaws, cows and 
cars wandered at a languid 
pace through its wide streets 
against a backdrop of what 
seemed like palaces, but 
most of which turned out to 
be municipal offices. 

Only in the market, 
heaped high with fruit and 
vegetables, did there seem to 
be any sense of urgency. Por- 
ters hurried past laden with 
sacks, shouting warnings to 
clear their way through nar- 
row alleyways where the air 
was pungent with the smell 
of spices. 

The car drew up 'at the 
Lalitha Palace, a magnifi- 
cent pile of cupolas and col- 
onnaded balconies, blind- 
ingly white and once 
belonging to a maharajah. 
Uniformed doormen- seized 
my bags and led me down 
long, echoing corridors, 
beneath portraits of mas- 
sively moustachioed mahara- 
jahs to my suite of two vast 
rooms overlooking the swim- 
ming pool 

Lunch was out of the ques- 
tion. So we sped away to 
Chamundi hill, where the air 
was a few degrees cooler. 
Mysore was spread below us, 
its myriad palaces shimmer- 
ing in the soft light pf late 
afternoon. 

That evening we joined a 
crowd of sightseers outside 
the grandest of them-aH. The 
Mysore Palace, home of the 
incumbent maharajah, cost 
RsL2m when it was built In 
1912. “Enough," as Pradeep 
pointed out. “to buy a plot of 
land and small house in 
Delhi now - and a broom 
cupboard in Bombay." 

In the gathering dusk its 
bulk seemed to extend 
upward forever. Then, to a 
gasp from the crowd, the pal- 
ace burst into brilliance as 
thousands of light 'bulbs 
picked out its extraordi- 
narily ornate outline against 
tbe darkening sky. There 
was no glow from the win- 
dows of the east wing, how- 
ever. His Heaviness, as the 
maharajah is known locally, 
was away in Delhi on politi- 
cal business. 

Heading towards the misty 
silhouette of the Western 
Ghats early next morning, 
we drove through fields of 
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towards the misty sfflwuette of the Western Ghats, we drove through (raids of sugar cane and rice. It was harvest lime, and the country roads were fan of ambling bullock carts i** Haw 


sugar cane and rice. It was 
harvest time, and the coun- 
try roads were full of 
ambling buUock carts. 

In pride of place on the 
dashboard of our car was a 
resplendent transparent fig- 
ure of Ganesha, the elephant 
god. whose eyes winked 
every time the indicators 
were used. I had thought he 
was the God of Learning but 
tha driver Ventak explained: 
“He clears obstacles for 
mind and body, and so Is 
good for drivers also.” 

Under this benign protec- 
tion we drove on, and at 
midday wound down a steep 
hillside to a tented camp by 
the tranquil banks of tbe 
Cauvery, one of south 
India’s longest rivers. At the 
bamboo roofed bar. four 
Indians were staring 
morosely into their drinks. 

‘Dropped a spoon in front 
of the big black murral and 
the chap didn’t take it." one 


said sadly. Pradeep muttered 
that the murral was a fish, 
and all became suddenly 
clear. It had obviously not 
been a good morning at the 
Cauvery Fishing Camp. 

We put our bags in one of 
the comfortable tents, and 
then in the company of a 
ghiflie called Sidda, set off 
upstream in a buffalo akin 
coracle. A flash of blue sig- 
nalled a kingfisher heading 
downstream, and every now 
and then the mirror surface 
of the river would heave 
with the sudden turmoil of a 
big fish. In the murky depths 
lurked the mahseer, which 
could grow up to lOQIb, so it 
was with Mger anticipation 
that we baited up and cast 
far the first time- 

Almost immediately Sidda 
had a bite, and landed a 51b 
mahseer, which he returned 
to the river. A minute or so 
later I felt that brief electric 
quiver on my line, and 


struck hard. Was it I won- 
dered, as the line grew taut 
a veteran mahseer. which 
gives pound for pound a bet- 
ter fight than any other fish 
in the world, apart from the 
giant catfish of tbe Amazon? 

Muscles tightening, I 
reeled in, to land within sec- 
onds a tiny catfish, which 
somehow 1 bad hooked 
through the tail. Sidda 
roared with laughter and 
asked if all Englishmen 
caught their fish backwards. 
Unruffled, I disentangled the 
fish and threw it back. But 
our luck was out that even- 
ing. Apart from a few more 
catfish, nothing else struck. 

As night fell and cormo- 
rants came to roost in the 
tamarind tree opposite the 
camp we paddled back to 
base, and settled into bam- 
boo easy chairs. 

Gusti, a Jewellery manu- 
facturer from Hyderabad 
who had his rods made in 


London, told me that earlier 
in’the year-be had hooked a 
big mahseer from the cora- 
cle. "The blighter towed me 
up and down the river for 
half an hour," he said, “and 
then we tipped over." 

Poor Gusti had lost his 
camera and portable phone 
but kept his sense of priori- 
ties. Clinging on to the rod. 


he swam ashore to fight on 
for another half an hour 
before the cunning fish 
wrapped the line around a 
sharp rock and broke for 
freedom. 

Next morning, well bitten 
by the fishing bug myself, i 
was up early and, with 
Sidda, tried some other 
pools. But only small catfish 


took tbe bait. :<tvi tbe big 
ones stayed away. \Vp Mi al 
10. bound for Ddnanlore and 
civilisation. 

Gusli had just returned 
from casting a sjv.'M more 
sucL-essfuIlt this time, and 
had some gia.nl size murral 
in bis bag. 1 i-nmrratulated 
him. and he said looking 
snitfily at my i-lvc,ap store- 


bought rod: “Come again, 
arid maybe better equipped. 
You might be lucky next 
time." 

■ Mick Haslam flew to 
Madras with Air India. His 
itinerary teas organised by 
the Government of India 
Department of Tourism. (See 
opposite page for phone 
derails.) © 


Monkey business 

Giles MacDonogh with some dos and don'ts in India 


V ' friend told me a 
story about her last 
trip to India. She 
had been staying in 
enteel hotel in the moun- 
ts. She returned to her 
m after a walk to find the 
; occupied by a monkey. 

A small monkey?" I said, 
iking of the beasts I had 
a in the streets of Simla. 
It was the size of a cocker 
niel.” she replied indig- 
itly. “I advanced on it, 
ling Td frighten it away, 
it began to bare its teeth, 

I ran at me." 

he friend fled to recep- 
i imagining the monkey 
imitting unspeakable 
s in. her absence. She 
ad little sympathy with 
hotel staff!: “What 1 You 
the window open? You 
st never do that in India!" 
here are many things 
: don't do to India, the 
jf worry Is riding rough- 
d over Asian sensibilities, 
it is not always dear 
at they are. When in 
ibt, don’t. Hands, espe- 
ly what to do with wom- 

! banric are 0 nightmare. 
: answer la namaste - a 
yer-like gesture, a smile 
i a slight inclination of 
heal 

he Indians blame the 
dsh for the red tape neo- 
ay to get anything done: 
in taught ns to do it that 
r," they say. Banks con- 
ic time. If.you don't have 
o to spare, change your 
aey at the hoteL 
dlaheesb, or modest brib- 
, • is’ generally uncalled 
An Indian friend tofig me 
best thing to do when 


you are in only moderate 
trouble is to put on the airs 
of the burnt sahib: "Author- 
ity works." 

Tipping is a plague. A wad 
of RslO notes kept in a sepa- 
rate pocket is A good idea. 
RalO is generally enough, if 
they protest, give them Rs20. 

Crowds are an unavoid- 
able problem in India and 
you need to keep your wits 
about you outside airports 
and railway stations. Free- 
lance porters tend to grab at 
your luggage, I have never 
taken a bus. From tbe out- 
side they are a wonder to 
behold: stuffed full with 
human cargo. In rural 
regions, I have seen as many 
as 14 clinging to a Land 
Rover. 

Trains always somehow 
contrive to be dirty, even in 
the super-swish “AC 1st 
class". In theory, this con- 
tains four berths, but you 
are very lucky if the conduc- 
tors don't admit more. 

A conductor once tried to 
billet a general on our 
already over-filled carriage. I 
asked the man whether gen- 
erals enjoyed the right to 
requisition seats on Indian 
trains. It appeared that they 
did not and he went else- 
where. 

Taxi fares are worse than 
arbitrary and if questioned 
drivers pretend they do not 
understand English. Cal- 
cutta cabbies must take the 
prize for being the filthiest 
in the world. 

Rural taxis, on the other 
hand, can be fine, and are 
often, a. relatively inexpen- 
sive alternative to a long 


train journey: you have to be 
a committal railway buff to 
want to take tbe train to 
Simla or Darjeeling. Hiring 
an Ambassador with a driver 
is the best means of getting 
about, as the driver also 
feels it part of his brief to 
ward off beggars and other 
undesirables. 

Drinkable water is -far 
easier to come by than it 
was. You may now buy min- 
eral water on railway sta- 
tions, but there are times 
when you should exercise 


You should 
never bait a 
tiger 
or stand 
behind 
an elephant - 
and watch 
out for rhinos 


caution. Recently, in what 
looked like malarial paddy 
fields in BengaL I was 
offered the choice between 
water and a soft drink and I 
drank my first glass of cola 
in nearly 25 years. 

I generally travel with a 
bottle of whisky, as alcohol 
is not always available when 
you want an evening peg. 
Whisky and soda “without 
ice" is a dependable drink. 
indian beer is sweet and 
gassy. Tea is generally very 
sweet and milky. 

I am less prudent about 


food than I was, but as a rule 
I do not eat salads or cut 
fruit. The test of a real India 
hand is said to be his ability 
to eat “brains masala" from 
a streetside stall. I haven’t 
made it yet If you don’t 
enjoy ha g glin g , and want to 
buy presents, go to govern- 
ment-run Cottage Industry 
shops, where the prices are 
reasonable - and fixed. 

I take every precaution 
against mosquitoes I can. I 
enjoy the security of a net, 
or the sight of a benign liz- 
ard on my ceiling, in the 
knowledge that it Is on my 
side. 

I have had few encounters 
with larger pests. I had a 
driver who was apt to point 
out cobras from the car win- 
dow, but 1 have only come 
up dose once, and I was con- 
vinced tbe reptile had had 
its teeth removed. 

You should not bait tigers 
or stand behind elephants, 
but problems can occur nat- 
urally. Another Indian friend 
was charged by a rhino in 
Assam as a child. IBs guide 
threw a stone, hitting the 
animal on his horn. It threw 
the animal off balance and it 
ran away. As the friend put 
tt “That man should have 
played cricket for India.” 

1 have never had problems 
with dacoits, thugs or pick- 
pockets either. Only when If 
came to visiting a temple 
earlier this year, was I 
advised to hide my valuables 
and leave my camera In tbe 
car: the monkeys pinched 
everything, I was told, and it 
could be the devil getting 
them to give it bade. 
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SEYCHELLES 


If you want 
to do nothing 
on holiday. . . 

. . . then Amie Wilson knows the place to do it. 
Of course, you could snack, snooze or sunbathe 


D rooling over 
the brochures, 
1 could hardly 
wait for the 
“gala evenings 
with international chefs 
working delicious menus 
Erom the islands' abundant 
fresh fish 1 *. So. when I asked 
for the menu at the Village 
de Pecbeur on the island of 
Praslin, I expected to have to 
wade through a Davy 
Jones's lockerful of permuta- 
tions. 

After all. this was the Sey- 
chelles. the bulging fishing 
net of the Indian Ocean, 
which claims 900 species of 
Csh. Instead. 1 felt like the 
subject of a Bateman car- 
toon: "The man who dared 
to ask for fish at a fish res- 
taurant." What I got was the 
Creole version of “PLsh is off, 
dear". 

Life is not always easy In 
paradise - especially when a 
heat wave warms inland 
waters so much that the fish 
stay far out to sea. causing a 
shortage in the kitchen. It 
was like being told that 
there was no cheese in Prov- 
ence. 

"We sometimes have a 
problem in July and August 
when the sea gets rough, but 
right now we should be 
enjoying a surplus of fish" 
said Louis d'Offay, the 
owner of the Hotel l'Archi- 
pel. a “five-coconut" estab- 
lishment with rooms dotted 
around a tree-filled amphi- 
theatre on Praslin. second 
largest of the Seychelles 
islands. 

“Christmas is usually wet 
but this time it was beauti- 
fully dry. Now we've got an 
unprecedented heatwave and 
u fish shortage. We're hav- 
ing to buy our fish from 
Mahe [the main island 1. It's 
casting us a lot." said d'Of- 
fav. “I don't know what's 


happening to our weather. 

Maybe it's El Nifio." 

Just when I thought I bad 
left EH Nifio behind, it had 
turned up to haunt us in the 
Indian Ocean. 

The tourist literature says 
the top temperature in this 
collection of 115 islands, just 
four degrees south ol the 
equator, is 32°C (90°F). On 
the morning we arrived in 
Mah& the temperature was 
already 33°C and rising. By 
lunchtime, it was 35 S C. 

“If it's global warming." 
said d’Offay, “we may have a 
problem that people from 

'Our room 
was in the 
shadow of 
casuarinas 
and palms by 
the beach’ 

the UK won't be so anxious 
to escape here for their sun- 
shine." 

In fact, most of bis guests 
come from France - 44 per 
cent of them last year - and 
French is widely spoken in 
spite of the islands' strong 
Commonwealth links. Those 
links are responsible for the 
fact that traffic, bicycles 
principally, travels on the 
left. 

Eleven per cent of d'Of- 
fay's guests came from 
Britain last year, but the fig- 
ure has dropped to 6 per cent 
this year. “Now Tm looking 
actively at the Scandinavian 
market.” he said. “There's 
more chance of people from 
the colder parts of northern 
Europe turning up.” Indeed, 
that very night d'Offay was 
entertaining two young 
Swedish tour operators to 


one of 1'Archi pel's excellent 
fish buffets. It must have 
cost him a small fortune. 

The Russians are coining, 
too - or at least they were 
until the rouble ran into dif- 
ficulties. One Russian bride- 
to-be got a nasty shock when 
she turned up at L’Archipel: 
her wedding dress had been 
sent to the wrong island. It 
was retrieved just in time for 
the ceremony. 

We had started our tour of 
these exotic islands in the 
only hotel on one of the 
smallest, Desroches. It is an 
archetypal coral island 155 
miles (250km) south of Mahe, 
encircled by 9 miles of white 
sand. Happily, the Desroches 
Island Resort’s claim to be a 
combination of luxury and 
simplicity turned out to be 
reassuringly accurate. 

Our room, in the shadow 
of casuarinas and palms just 
a few paces from the beach, 
was equipped with satellite 
telephone link, air condition- 
ing with a remote control 
resembling a TV channel 
selector, the ubiquitous mos- 
quito net (.although the 
scourge of the tropics was 
little in evidence), colourful 
rattan furniture in pastel 
shades and vibrant, tropi- 
cally inspired fabrics. 

This is the island for 
people who want to write 
“absolutely nothing" under 
the section in their diary 
which might normally be 
reserved for “What I Did 
During My Holidays". One 
might even be stretched to 
fill a postcard. 

Apart from snorkelling, 
swimming, cycling or walk- 
ing round the island - per- 
haps bumping into the ET 
look-alike giant tortoise - 
there is precious little to do 
here except snack, snooze 
and sunbathe. And precious 
it was to do so. 





Island in the sun: there are so few people on the island that you can choose your own stretch of beach and have it almost to yourselves all day and every day 


As the hotel only has 20 
rooms, there are so few 
people on the island that you 
can choose your own stretch 
of beach and have it almost 
to yourselves all day and 
every’ day. 

Admittedly, our convivial 
hosts Jocelyn Gonzalez, the 
French general manager, 
and his wife. Patricia, 
become restless once in a 
while and escape briefly to 
Paris and the Riviera (usu- 
ally one at a time - someone 
has to mind the shop), but if 
ever there were a little 
island resembling paradise, 
Desroches is a strong con- 
tender. 

Sometimes you might find 
yourself sharing the beach 
with the odd crab, a small 
flock of fairy terns, or even a 
gang of unexotic house spar- 
rows. To our surprise, and 
slight disillusionment, the 
first birds we encountered in 
these islands so famous for 
their bird life were a large 
flock of sparrows, descen- 


dants of a few that arrived 
long ago on board a supply 
ship. 

We were soon, however, 
admiring the rather more 
exotic acrobatics of a pair of 
white-tailed tropiebirds. 
Their gentle screams of 
exhilaration (if that was the 
appropriate emotion) pierced 
the soporific sound of the 
waves. 

Sometimes the shadow of 
a lone whimbrel's curved 
cutlass of a beak falls across 
the sand, sending pan- 
ic-stricken crabs scurrying 
for their holes to avoid being 
unceremoniously speared 
and consumed. 

There seemed to be no 
shortage of fish on Des- 
roches - we had endless sup- 
plies of grilled grouper, red 
snapper and napoleon fish - 
but we were a touch disap- 
pointed with the bird life. 
Genuine twitchers may say 
that my credentials are sadly 
lacking, but the incredibly 
rare may be exciting for 


ornithologists but not so 
mind-blowing for the ordi- 
nary holidaymaker. 

I have to admit that, by 
mistak e, we cycled right past 
the sanctuary at La Digue 
where most of the extremely 
rare Seychelles black para- 
dise flycatchers were alleg- 
edly skulking. But perhaps 
naively. I had been hoping 

My one 
complaint, 
common to 
tourist 

haunts, is the 
canned music 

for a supporting act of hum- 
ming birds, parakeets rind 
possibly toucans. 

The brightest fellow we 
came across was the Mada- 
gascar fody. or cardinaL This 
cheeky little bird, resem- 


bling a sparrow dipped in 
orange paint, can dodge and 
feint with the skill of a foot- 
baller. Confronted by a 
squad of very non-league 
barred ground doves, our 
breakfast companion - obvi- 
ously premier league mate- 
rial - seized a chunk of dis- 
carded croissant and 
managed both to keep pos- 
session and devour it while 
weaving an intricate pattern 
through the doves’ defence. 
Ronaldo himself could 
hardly have done better. 

My one complaint - and it 
is one common to so many of 
today’s tourist haunts - is 
the ubiquitous canned 
music. It seemed inescap- 
able. Even at the Bonbon 
Plume restaurant, just 
behind one of the best 
beaches in the Seychelles at 
Lazio on Praslin, our deli- 
cious meal of octopus curry, 
giant prawns and sliced 
papaya was in danger of 
being overwhelmed by the 
music of the Bee Gees. 
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A > battle between the 
sound of the ocean and the 
air-conditioning is at least : a 
straight choice between 
romance and comfort, 
resolved by my partner say- 
ing one nigbt: “Turn that 
bloody machine off so we 
can hear the sea.” But did 
we really need the Beach 
Boys at the expense of the 
the real sounds of the sea. 

■ Amie Wilson's visit to the 
Seychelles teas arranged by 
Scott Dunn World, Fovant 
Meioi 12 Noyrta Road. Lon- 
don Sim 7PH (teL 0181-672 
1234k and the Seychelles 
Tourist Office. Ill Baker 
Street, London WlM IFE 
(0171-224 1670). He flew from 
Gaaoick to Alahi and then on 
to Desroches and Praslin 
with Air Seychelles, which 
flies to Mahe twice a week 
Seven nights at the Desroches 
Island Lodge, including all 
flights, is £1.634 per person 
and. a week's half-board at 
LArchipcl is £1,460. both 
based on two sharing. 
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HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 


ITALY 


SPAIN 


PORTUGAL 


BALEARICS 


GERMANY 


IRELAND 


7 •>"!§_] 

■I 1 • YJ JiXJli'L-rO'f. ’K 

Only Tirih>r-\fadt llotutan Available 
\ ill i». ti.'kv Apjnmw, Hotel'. 
Cji Hire 

( n* cnihle. ftrrjro Port. 1 ho 

T««ur. A. r '.CUTS rOfls 

Ii.iIijh l.iiKti.itv A C«Ait> Cihhm:» 
Ml fwni-. ofti-inl 
I CiraiM Pm 
Can V|»w on 0171 JS6 6X90 


LAGD D’ISEO 
FRANCIACQRTE 
ITALY 

•> 12 Hl-J luxury ulla 
♦ PjA 

4* Sw rninnny J»x I toil 

•fr N.uur? Ri.-Kvr\ c/C iiIruirAVwc 

£1,500 per week 


J ‘Mu do. Siena ~ 

Italy _ 

tt-Jufavrti fuscsn FamtuxBO 

rrtx:«MirK> Fl*V (tesfotea 

• 5 Bedrooms : 

• 5 Bathrooms 
• Sw&nming Poof 

X isx-snxmpar^yiaole - 
. Arofcibfe afl vets round ^ 
\ tef: jM 1883 625043 / 


BRIDGEWATER'S IDYLLIC ITALY : 


CourihvsMlo TO Coast 
Special offers. June. 

Private Vidas, near boach. 
Lucca. Pisa. Florence. 
Castles, country vitas, farmhouses 
£ jwofcs throughout Tuscany, 
Umbna. LhKp Garda. 

High season avail. 

0161 707 8795 24 hra 

A 3X1 


VENETIAN PALAZZO, 
FLORENTINE FLAT, 
ROMAN VILLA 


ku amA-city. 
C8BP171-935-5GS1 


COSTA 

SMERALDA 

SARDINIA 

A few top class villas on 
the wonderful Costa 
Smeralda still available 
in September, 

Our brochure also has 
ail the best hotels. 


Cos Id Srneralca Holidays Lie 
0*71 493 3303 


CAPRI ■ 5 MINUTES FOR THE 
Pmswna. WasMy rent afl vw round. 
Fully dscorataa. Mil contained Dell 
T el. 0039 Bl 8377B77 

CHIANTI FAHM APT FOR Z. 
Pool. C400/*8t 00 33 577 74Q4S9. 
www chiwUnat.it/fcofltt ungo 

DOLOMITES, GARDENA VALLEY: 
panoramic, peacefully, sunny place, 
romantic apt. lor 4/6 people. T. **39 
02 59901615 

LAKE COMO: fabulous villas to let 
(from £ 2.000 month) or to sell (from 
£300.000). Park, enchanting lake 
view T. ++30 02 50901615 F*. ++38 
02 55191706. 

MARCHE, ITALY. 5 Betttwma Bl un-aura 
luxury vtfla, immersed In 25 acres of 
property farm land. 15 min horn Macwaia. 
dtv of Mstory and arts. 25 mm from 
the Adriatic Sea £2,000 per week. 
Ttet *44- 1 71 .385-5672. 

ROME centre %'c apple royal villa Igo 
non. Pkng. T/owruu 00431 7125091. 
K 00431 TI5 429I 

SAN REMO, RIVTERADEI FIOHI Itatv 
Luxury acpari Spa 5, 20 rows Mcwo 
Carlo Available Ml year round UKL400 
pw Tod 0039 335 834 7068 

UMBRIA, ITALY. 2 apartmantj Ui 
renovated laimnouie wilh view of 
Assisi. 4 beds with fireplace 
i35Cweek) and 2-3 beds (ESSO- wcek) 
Discounts beyond one week and tow 
season Tel +39.'33S®5535I9 

UMBRIA - Pretry country cottage, private 
garden, bios 5 m comfort. AvelaMa 
May/ June. Sept/Ocf. £245 pw 
ToLFqv OI225 443320 EnttIL 

Be ihStutfio^ CompuServe com 


FRANCE 


FOOTHILLS OF THE PYRENEES, near 
Carcassonne Medieval vtSage bouse, 
sloops < From EJOOpw. TW'Fax 01647 
252174 

FRANCE: DotdogneJLol. Farmtuusa 1 
converted bam. set m 35 acre*. * bath- 
moms, mumming pool sleeps up » 14. 
KJvlifc area 1 ton village, available aft 
veer round. Tel 01388 BS8 438. 

FRANCE SOUTH. 3 bed 500 yt Md stone 
nouse. Medieval milage. £200 per 
weok. Linen supplied Accom 5. 
PnotoBlnto posted TeUTar owner. 
0081 242392721 AutneBa 

FRANCE SOUTHERN NORMANDY 4 
stone cottages. Seep 4-12. Log flies. 

C.a From SB/mgW. Foal m summer. 
Tel 0O33-2-3M7-aW13 

LE3 GETS FORTES DU SOLBL FRANCE 
. Luxury 4 Bed 2 Betti Chalet dose to 
SJapet Dots* 0181 9493544. 

NICE FRBICH RIVIERA Loam French 
Exclusive homesiay 15 hours tufnon 
Exceflent ctnklnc 5500 per week. 
Tol. 33 as 344 1245 We opeefc EngSsh 

PERPIGNAN, SW FRANCE Restored, 
wea eg up' village house, dps 4. Sunny 
bsIcames.Gdn. Available ell year. 
Dfjtatb TelTax 01899 220 SCO 

PROVENCE NR UZES. Ghamwtg vUsga 
reuse. PrTvatfl courtyart pool, Rmacfta 5 
Bed 3 Bam Siaavwaefc July * August 
Fa* 44 1483 894 569 After Oct 1. 

TOUftAME VACANCES. USm Valley 
Hetoty. tool, wines Character code CW 
S open iftfough Winter for Smaka. 
01 634 532230 wwndBuuhevaaxucMsm 

VENCE CftTE D'AZUR DM bed + living 
room, K*B Paiaxiy + Ptwate garden. 
Pool Paring. Quiet area with good 
views. 20 mbs Nice airport. AvaBabfe 
at year. Tel 0181 670 2413 


MARBELLA 

v Costa del Sol, 

SPAIN 

On Course fora 
Great Golf Holiday 

Superb vBtt and apartments, 
fights, car m and guaranteed 
tea wires at arranged 




o 




Dcteilt from: Hondro H olid or* Eipono. 

■NewquQ T ,Comvroli:TBS4NT 
T£L{0I637) 87S77S FWcSWIZ 


ASTURIAS ■ PfCOS DE EURO PA Slone 
2 bed cod. peaceful hittcp vea 
& mountain vievc; C30C-£50Ci d.t* 
Tel *44 17E3 550.16- 1 

LA PERLA DE LA HEREDIA. Wear 
MartxHla, lu»urv apartm-sm rr house. 
2 bedroom. 2 baihroom. ewimmmg 
pool. E375 - £425 per week. 
Tol 0034 95 2?e 03.W 

MARBELLA. SPAIN. Near Puerto Banns, 
GCfl VaRoy 4 bed vfBa. pool £51C.we<* 
To* *34952810*. Fie *34 95291 054. 
Inkwnel wu* vrBamdriieimg «vn 

SPAIN - COSTA BLANCA - CALPE. 

2 icaf. 2 tear ews. i >n villa mpocJ. 
1 sea fronr. Bom cumt uc vises 
F rom £200 pVr Available Apn! ■ Oct 
TeLFiW 0034 965335342. 

SPAIN nsst&'n Mjla^a dekghtfuBy 
peacefvi r*n raimnouse «nm aerc-ss 
veSevtunanonaJpartoddcuties r smpc 
bedroom a bams verv «eu ocupcea 
modem latjher.. huge Mton -,nd Lirge 
hrcelace and sp<(. lar^a leftacn. 
swmmmg pool adfawng ccoage stows 
extra S ak*o vrth bathroom. SrS avaSaole 
SeptOnWWerasunriv Tel *44 :7? raj 
4303 Fa* *44 1 71 243 2459 

TENERIFE, HOLLYWOOD MIRAGE. 
5 Sw. t bod 2 bafts. Maps 4. 2 9 Atrt 
1998 E800 TeW181 445 ZSK, 


SPECIAL 

INTEREST 

r OPERAsZ\DCUSCEKfsM9 

■\H Sullhun Htv* fr«un..'« 

B.tw tor-ivr Most, r.-i.-i.i 
S>'iLtU-nu.1i LrJou 
fr/JLnf ,j nj Sklr**-:rr 

H.u'-n •" 

liruilif Ni a Ircr . p.i i Cl"rvn 
Br.-iinJ unj i i Tti'rf i-fvij.' pvvi raes 


CwtNbKit TntTls 
Tel: fll-teS o57 66a Fjc *U4ffl t«5S 135 


mVSond 


► < 

Caribbean Hlchfisbts Tour 
7 n:£ha (ran £999 
WEEKLY DEPARTURES CALL 

0181 222 7844 

A TOL I2K 4BTA Vie** 

saocHUM coNorrwNs AFPtr 


NORWAY 

NORWAY, Beautiful and Mvionc ncusii 
■upere situation spectocuiar 
eouvywtie. Sleeps a From £45&-wa>ft. 
B*hr»8 extra. WFax 0157^-61 0-22 7 



PORTUGAL 5 Star Via tar Rent pod. meld 
setYce. Rou Seasons Farmys Resort at 
Quinta do Lago. Mganre. Ac oun sno da Ms 
6. any week horn November 29* to 
Decerrter ar or Brd lour weeks c# 1999 
at E45o pw week. PImm conact Oiaees 
vh bn 0151 625 4007 far dataftl 


WINTER IN THE SUN - Villa weeks 
ownership lor Sole at Four Seasons 
Fumvavs Resort. Quinta do Lago. 
Algarve - tnw retomng lo Austra&a. 
Top dan dub. maid senrtoe, pod. god 
faolmes. Aecomm-xuies 6. AvaiabJe 
Decamber and January each year at 
£5000 per week ona Please contact 
Charles vm t» 0151 625 «07 for details. 


MALLORCA 


READ’S. My Fawurfta 

Mailofcan Country Hotel 

Brian Jacbruin, DaMy Telegraph 
Travel Writer. Feb V7 

Totally Secluded but 15 
minutes from Palma 500 
year old palace with 
gourmet restaurant, 
pool & tennis court. 

Phona 0034 971 140262, 
fax 0034 971 140762, or 
ertweB h op tffwww Jodoeep^aJreede 
for father I nfo n nHo ntbroolwira. 


Germany? 

We've made it, cheaper to fly. 


“IT" 




Berlin 

Bfemen 

Cotoqne 

Dresden 

Dusseldorf 

Frankfivt 

£125 

£139 

£92 

£180 

£90 

£122 

£165 

£179 

£132 

£220 

£130 

£173 

Hamburg 

Hanover 

Leipjtig 

Munich 

Nuremberg 

Stuttgart 

|| 

£145 

£145 

£190 

£150 

£210 

£155 


• amt Air Breakj Muds T right at a 41 Hold mi in 4 bvhAfartte room 

© 01814292900 GERMAN TRAVEL CENTRE 


ma tfawr m w oro i 


VILLAS 


CHRISTMAS A WINTER SUN - Beet 
Private House* in Cape Town 
I Constant a 1 Coast). Very comfortable. 
Ewls. suit Sarah Hutchtos & Rosie 
Sutherland nt/feu 0171 2076658 


FORNALUTK, MALLORCA. 2 laatorwi 
ancient townhooses, seperate or 
intarcommudceting, avaiteHa e9 year 
round In iWs ktytic vOaoe buti on mule 
steps set In me mo|estlc Sterna 
Tramumena. 3 bedroom. 3 bath, 
weekly maid service. I0-28j00apias 
(£40*1151 pw day. Tat (00-1)503 288 
3551. Pro 5« 2BB 0781 or e-mail 
CFTpyneOaor.com. 


Rail Tickets 
for Germany. 


Germany and beyond 
high-speed trains, 
sleepers or motorail. 

Book your 
rail ticket with 
Deutsche Bahn UK. 

Booking line: 

0171-3170919 

Brochure line: 

01476-591311 


On its way 


GOLF 


ftV^GOLF FOR 
\/^f\ BEGINNERS 
'Vj & IMPROVERS 

'^*4 weekly courses 
■n lovely Borders of 
Scotland. Top dass 

Pro. Different 
courses played 
everyday including 
Champlonsfap 

RoxDyrgfie. Staying 

as house guest In 
country, house. 

Small numbers. 

Fhentfiy ambience. 

Tel/Fax 01835 850769 



Eagle 
Golf Tours 

offer stunning Desert 
Golf in Scottsdale and 
The Valley of the Sun - 
Fantastic golf and 
breathtaking sightseeing. 
01273-749661 
lor colour brochure 
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THE L4NGK4WI LUXURY HOLIDAY 

Marine D elights 

ALL FLIGHTS 

LUXURY AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
PVE STAR HOTEL 
BMNVM0RKELUNG1HE 
RCffS OP PULUA PAVAR 
RWFBIWG 
DEB> SEA FISHWG 
SUNSET COCKTAIL CRUISE 
PLEASURE FUGHT AROUND 
BEAUTIFUL LANGKAW1 
RAWFORBTWAUB 


Golfing Greats 

ALL FLIGHTS 

LUXURY AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
IWESTAB A CO OM I O BUnOto 
MTERNATIONAL 18 HOLE 

C H AftWOli W GOLF COURSE 
(MCL TRANSFERS « BUGGY) 
SUNSET COCKTAIL CAUSE ON 
LUXURY 7MT YACHT 

RAM FOREST WALKS 


rMckagc'- T-om 

Z 1399.50/pp 

'twin ^.‘rare! ■ 


ror your free brochure 

Tel: 0181 341 1221 

Fax: 0131 341 1232 
e-mnil sungol(634 btinlernnl.com 
ATOL 4S53 


0 ONEYMOONERS 

ALL FLIGHTS 

LUXURY ARFORT TRANSFERS 
FIVE S TAR HOTE L 
PKMCON DESERTED BLAND 
FULL DAY AT PULUA PAYAR 
MARMEPARK 

SUNSET ODOCTAn. ORWSE 
BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE 
ON ARRIVAL 
HAMFPRBT WALKS 


Bl 


WI 11 I 4 l3r- iv uLn ui nuHMi ihu our 
ifiw mi jit K«u TuVr. mton arc weigh 
r«wnmcoleJ to utc dwr m»n pRcutmt 
heron nuerm; umo on) agj icm cnl. 


‘}£vA. Specialist 
[ JfWYi Golf Packages 
L' l Scotland 

uihwed far group* or iodividub hj 


t tiisl li: Gull i.SciULuu! ; l td. 


Tel/Fax: 0141- 248 45S4 

EHTtxlrthtg|r£uir400dmd(Ph>luenK4eett) 
AlFO Corp, irate or Group golf days: 
cixuoct in for out brochure or see 
a-u-«iNn»meteom/^liiMjr5o1fjcotl»id 
Tnwl Tturt Asauvauoa No. R45W 


LONf .MFBF GOD/ HOLIDAYS 


The Tailor Made 
Golf Holiday Specialist 

Hards, Villas, Apinmem?. Pffc-Brtikd 
Tte r«nes. Any Duration. IrwaBive s 
Ospotaie Trips Grcwp [nsctAtfiv 
FawnngQuiterS Scholuld 

PomijpU Majorca Ireland 
Spain Tunisia France 
USA Cyprus Madeira 

a 'JlWOH] !* btoauj >lfei h« IT- TBI 

^ “HMetaNnsmsiiiiRai: rS 

>^*iaCto"p !ao|iq,Af;.'l * - 1 — 


M OS WIN TOURS AHTA v1996 ATOL 
2808 8 A no True speciaials tor 
Germany An types of hoktaye Tel: 0118 
271 9922 


BELAID TtePERAFY. 4 bed ftoony fiouw 
ideal fer hil watWnq. 90 H md touring. 
£-WQ-p« vwefc. AvafiaMi «l year rcuto. 
TW*pbone353 1 4937049. 

LOUGH CORRIB, Co Galway, iratand'' 
Refurbattod Cdtage, sleeps OT AI Mori - 
Cone. TO +353 1 6281029 after 6 pm. 


SCOTLAND 

SCOTTS CASTLE HOLIDAYS Choose 
from;* range of castles and country 
houses across Scotland. For col broch 
Tat 0131 446 9717 


GENERAL 

5" HOTELS A Travel SpedaBsis tor emel 
Incentive corporate groupa~eic. 
Slmpty Golf HoRdaya 0161 926 9257 
ATOL 4734. 


CRUISING 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

CRYSTAL CRUISES 

31 Oct. Transatlantic 50% off 
20 Nov. Panama Canal 40% off 
27 Nov. Australia &NZ 40% off 
7 Dec. NZ to Honolulu 40% off 
4 Feb. Carnival in Rio 23% off 

ints for 
>L 2980 i 


MAIBC® m&Q 

Superb e\caic vojviges nn this 
luxury ship - Autumn & Spring. 

Plenty of great offers! 

Plus new IW Creek Lil« & 
Mediterranean Brochure, 
Special onboard credit bonus! 
Don' i miss out. coll now! 

Highrfovj Travel 

Tel: 0181668 2043 


yachting 


AHJmMNf 
( cmmsTMAs 

Still finding a variety of -.hips 
and deuinauYnb To sun all 
taste, sod budgeP. 

Grout offer. P'rauCmal & Canto. 
Xmas family fares. Blade Wbrick 
22 Dec. Dover-Guwies 14 ob. 

Always pkmy more, ask! 

J£$ndays Travel 
Tel: 0181 668 2043 


PRIVATE 

YACHT CHARTER 

Luxury awed yachts . both sail 
and power - in Ibe 60-2000 range 
it “nd of the very highest calibre 
| [available for charter Meditemrtean, 
Caribbean and worldwide. 
Crestar Yachts Lid 
Cotefte StrwL I2S Sloane Street 
London, SWIX9AU 
Tel; 0171 730 9962 
Fox: 017! 824 8691 

E-mail: Oodu+adus Amaflxon 
Mqrtrrui MYBA 


YACHT CONNECTIONS 

AFFORDABLE crewed 
YACHTS WORLDWIDE 
CruiK the Carihb&m, Mcditotiawan. 
Sejchdk, A 5>iuih Piufic. 

All y*dis Ami trevrs pcnnnaUy 

UWMlUlK 

T«h 01344624487 
Faw 01344 026M4 


LUXURY CRUISES by hua apneWM* 
Savings or ertianosmerde on weiy erufea. 
FREEW. iW* af eftera. Cntooe & 
Vpysgt*Ud 0181 445 0445. 


EUROPE 


www.hol to ay-mome-paqgjlco.uk 

Weddwida Wwntt WradniY. Th* Hurtna 
port to ftadk5 your hb&fcy homa ranuL 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

mmw™ 




HAHAHE . STZnBABWE 
NATIONAL PARK- BULAWAYO - 
HWANGE NATIONAL PARK- 
LAKE KAM8A- VICTORIA FALLS 
-PLUS BOTSWANA'S CHOBE 
NATIONAL PARK 
EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNTS 

01704-220463 


African PO 
Journey; L~J 


znnsi] 


African 

Journeys 


NEW ZEALAND T ECUADOR & THE 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 


TOUR YOU ABE 
IMELYTOFEW 

27 DAYS— FULLY ESCORTED 
MINIMUM 2- NIGHTS AT 
EVERY ponmi 

FOR A BROCHURE CALL 

01695-578140 


Journeys 
of Distinction 


AN EXCLUSIVE FULLY 
ESCORTED TOUR IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH 




30 APRIL 1999 -14 DAYS 

LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
FOR AN EXCLUSIVE 
BROCHURE 

01695 - 578140 


TI IlTl Journeys 
d of Distinction 


AROUND 
THE WORLD 


17 JANUARY -29 DAYS 

SAN FRANCISCO • 

17 HL£DfinE*lOSWSaJES«RA* 
SYDNEY ‘SHEAT OCEAN ROAD* 
PERTH -BAU* SINGAPORE 
ESCORTED THROUGHOUT 
EARLY BOOKING 
DISCOUNTS 

01695-578140 


Journeys 
of Distinction 


SOUTH AMERICA 


r£* . * X i 





TEL: 01494 472.8S 




staffed houses S resort 


Jamaica, Grenada, 


Connections (01025) 8581 


34fi8ABTAV441X 




ST LUOA - Mngnfflconl 3 trad. *1*8. 
Sieeps B. Stunning View*, maid 
service l"tee weekly. Rent 8* per 
week aO seMone. Tab D1T1 3EffiS7. 


WINTER SUN 


•Dfaea weekly flight* ntlte Red See 

• Snorkel, kvn » diet, (Jbob * batch 
•Plica Ban £ 259 pp, me Ob, 7 m* SAB 

• Abo Cabs, Uikimrs.Csymna 

£ranC729pp CdUEALa 

ESg* 01353778096 

nlh kaeMitlnein 

YMT AJT0 «TDL2tM 


WORLDWIDE 


WWW4iOLDAY-HOIIE-RAGES.CO.IIK 
WotHMda Hema Dtedny. The sterling 
pete) to IhKtng your hdday hams rental 

VIETNAM 

VIETNAM^ 

Discover the secret 

Fr/tj escorted exdosive Oars 
Jbr 1999 btdutBm* 
Moods, qwtfff 
snail groups. 
^ dps and taxes. 

/IPVx MTHFBD5S 


ARIZONA f 
VILLAS UC V 

ASfflONA - GRAND CANYON SHOE 
Chakra at luxury vfflets with 
private pools in Scattsdcde 

Tel: 01624880860 
Fcoc 01624 880893 


ACAPULCO, MEXICO. CUsftfe Mite, 3 
double bertooro knuy vSt (tertian pool 
EccMnaid, a jaamh.. £i500pM< tti yr. 
Tel(5S)0B5«eBFte(S25) 6853972 


MONTEGO BAY - JAMAICA ExcepMsf 
Private Home. 4 Doubtebedroom, 4 
Bathroom. Luney VBa * targe chMren r 
bed/bath/ptay room (steeps •*) 3a m 5 
appeal tantetaped acre*. Pt noma. Pod 
and Si*i Terraces lerve magpiscent 
panoran* vtewa over 810 Caifcbean. Uvo- 
In Cook. HousakcepeMlald, Launteess and 
Gardener. Eqteppsd wtth TetephanefFax. 
Ar-conrftoring. HTi. Video, end tateu 
Sawtto Digital TV. GoB, Waterspote. 
Rxfing, Beaches 6 Shopping *8 WNn 5 
rninuBs dhm. Coomnten Mr bccok hem 
UK Canada and USA (NY, LA, ASartfa. 
Mart]. A truly cupetb holiday home lor 
dscefidng adult partes or Fam*es 
Nw id Aprl USSSBOO/Waett May to Oct 
USS5300Me»A Tflt f44 181 840 137S 
Fare J4W 932 6*99 


Skiing Supplement 




October 10 1998 


Do yoi have a Ski Chalet/Apartment 

to let ? 

Why not a</ertise to over 1 million wealthy Weekend FT readers 
who love stfng, in our 12-page pull-out & keep exclusive guide 
to skiing onUctober 10 1998 entitled “Pink Snow”. 


&*.***' 


Option 1 - OLOUR PANEL 

Size: 6ci x 8cm 

Includes: Cour photo and 30 words of text 
Price: £30 per property (+VAT) 


Va/ d7s6re 

FRANCE 

5 Bed luxury chalet 

• Gourmet Chef 
• Near main ski lifts 

Tab *44 171 B73 44S7 I 


Color 

Phoo 


£2,000 per week 
Available all season 


Option 2 - CLASSIFIED 

I3S per column cm (mono) 

£48 per column cm (colour) (+VAT) 

f Vald'Isere 'l 

FRANCE 

1 ■ 5 Bed luxury chalet I 

• Gounnel Chef 

I - Near main *ki Efts 

+ 4» 

£2,000 PER WEEK 
AmOaPte utt ttmoa 

+44 171 873 4457 s 

eg. 4cm = £152 (+VAT) 

Option 3 - UNEAGE 

£9 per line (min 3 lines) (+VAT) 

VAL D'isGRE. FRANCE. 5 bad linrury 
ehoist. gourmM chef, Mr mtin Ste Bis. 

£2,000 pw wApk. Awutabfe alt smaon. 
tfel: *44 1T1 HT344S7. 

eg, 4 lines - £36 (+VAT) 


BBS SKY, MONTANA. SkHft and tifroa of 
brand now. hswnaus piwatu ham*. 
AceonwB d alas 10-12 vary eortorab*. 
Ranked top i0 sld arm waft 1,41? 
tacterB3 suable, most vertical rtop ai tho 
U.S. and no crowds. Available year 
round, ta (ho simmer. fly BtiiVn Balatei, 
msA noarby Yeknratone Nad. Port, 
wteteuotM ran. horaa trad rtdos. Arnold 
Pabner go* course, hSm, Mm s> 
back and topf the sunte rruumain 
splendour. 52.100 to 2.700 pot week. For 
further riormearto. Tot: 1-713-236-1211 
Fare 1-713-SC2-7008. 

FLORIDA ■ BRADENTON, SARASOTA 
Stjfch Spaebia ttimskto via (6L fWae 
pool GoftBenehos IS rrtrts^Vochure. 
TollFwr * 44 «H 121 355 2054 

FLORIDA OSNE16- LahasMB luxury Vila, 
fdyfc sAuMon, asetaded. tmnqui but roar 
Otenoy. 3 Bed. tMtedpooL maid aewce. 
A teuth of dess. TM 01722 320287 

FLORIDA. USA - All kind custom 
wtifln a arranged lor indMdual 
panteG, Bshlng, tflvfng sghts Email- 
NOSHABAREHUANOMSN.COM 

MARCO ISLAND FLORIDA Condo 2 
bedroom. Opposite beach S2.0«uim. 
USA (7031481^737 

NEW YOmUNEW JERSEY. Rooms t 
Apartments near transportation. USJ 
40.00 * up. daVy phone 1-201-418- 
■68T. Fe* 1-201-418^657. E mill: 
EyednakvtBMrOflUMETjnTNET write: 
Syed. 101 Academy Sl Jersey CUy, NJ. 
07306. USA. 




Ultimate 
New Zealand 

Wilderness Lodges 
Luxury Lodges 
Guided Walks 
Boutique Hotels 
Car Rental 

No me cawrs New Zealand like 
Travel Portfolio. Call for our 
brodarr and a bespoke itinerary. 

® 01284 762255 

73 Chnrchgate St. 

Bury Su FtimmuH, 0*33 ERL 
Fax: 01284769011 
ABTAV5732 


AUSTRALIA 


ULTIMATE AUSTRALIA. New Zealand & 
F*. Coniacnhs true N»aa86is lor tee 
mod profes si onal advice and 
iidlvkfualty teflored abieranes. Cell to 
recatee our brochuias. Travel Pontoto. 
01284 7G2255 ABTA V5732 


BARBADOS 

BARBADOS -TMUtehaven* 6 Bed, 6 Bah 
Ocean front Mansion on 40 Acres. 
whSe randy beech. Ful Stefi. From 
USS 35tMtay. For colour bfOChura - 
Fax US. 001 617 337 8844, phone us 
001 E08 238 1898. Eros* knOBaolcem 
www.wrMnvenOdacom 


Cut Travel Costs By 50% 

;! : YOU'RE SOT PLRCUASISG YOUR BUSINESS TRAVEL AT A CORPORATE 
TRAVEL AFFILIATE, YOU'RE PAYING TOO MUCH! 





SEYCHELLES 
& 

MAURITIUS 

I am Seychellois - call for my 
personal & expert advice. 

♦ Tailor made holidays 
♦ Weddmgs/Honeymoons 
Lydia at: 



MAURITIUS 

SEYCHELLES 

Contact the Sped jlist for 
your tailor made holiday 

TRISTAR TRAVEL 

0161 865 7275 

www. tristar.co.uk/ tristar/ 
A 8X4 77RW ATDL Mm! 


SEYCHELLES 

2 bed bungalow 
Arise Royal 
£800 per week 
Available all year 
round 

+44 181 386 1336 
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£300 (+V0 eg- A lines * £36 (+VAT) 

To rese/e your advertisement, please complete the form below or call: 
F44 171 873 4457 (no later than September 25 1998) 


INDIA 

Tailor Made & 
Small Group Tours 
Call far our 1998 
Award Winning Brochure 
Mysteries of India 

0181 574 2727(3010} 

yimwnwtm Ud) 
ATOL3M4 ARAVW72 HO* 


INDIA LINK. Supwta cJtural tours for 
small groups d travelere indmd 
uwaids independara arrangomerts. 
01S63 83487. 


GOA 

private , lux, spadws. epl Wm 

balcony, Ni beach. Pool, Gym. 
Badradon. fS& pppw. 01045 357 B6& 

GOA SPECIALIST - Famiy run to 
S* 3 2 hotels. 48 paga brodiuro. Tel: 
01203533338. AT13L 3900. 


SRI LANKA 


5 Ring 01622 630770 

: for your Pukk3 Holiday 

© <«s’l wr'.h CSC r.iiin-ij: r*jRil.v; 


DmAviduaL We speciaBso in turangng 
toura « 0 h era and timer, and ore temst 
Coromandel brochure b U rt unusual 
Ideas. Also Burma (Irrawaddy aufcesj. 
Srt Lanka, Perea and Nepal, as wefl os 
somo U4»r BMndSi m to MoUves. Ask 
tot your copy now. Andrew Brock Trawl 
Lid, E-trod A9AOCK3850«aol com. 

Tal 01572B213330 (24 hcursl AFOL 






TURKEY 





Contact EneQa lick son oa 
Tel/Fax 01548 550449 




For only 5o95.Q0 USD. you hove the cppammitv to 
make vour own te.fl miervalro'is and w»e up to 50^ on 
your hovel oyJ - \ou con ol» isnn lunctive comirsuions 
when moVinq online, hetfd and cer renlal n.>raivctionc for your 
associate* And you can do it all fiom voul hanw or easing 
office without ihe Seadothui rr statr-up cost. 1«>u make 
rcsorvplions on-fine iionr; our web site, or iau con hr or e-mail 
your request* to our rescnaiireio nwu (oi prompt response. 
Because hovel itmeroncs one priced in the deregulated 
Undcd Slates, sou con save thousand* 1 

SOME OF THE MATERIALS AND I IMIFITS 
YOU WILL RECEIVE INCLUDE: 

@ Ti cnelidion! offitotian often ing voo to conani^on* 
on >twi novel iKenotot Q C'r.-fcte :wK(jn ira neb ate 
0 OKcffll CcoporjJr Tiavei AhJijtc ID fo drtftxin*, on penonjl 
novel 0 Low pr^O"? d-.taush cm 'Jnceo jlak-, rut? desk 
0 htkwt oass to arpan Icinjo ts :ilj«idu 

Tn heroine a Consume Tnsd AfliTutc. tnu tan rnjuicr I Hi 

our web tile an trim imduiiuiu.iura or Kqura un oppluinm by: 
foe 001 -7lh- SSb- SW» /in, w: IKJI-* In-.IM-44"I1 
nr r irui/; inlot- InqiulicncLtiini 


r a x c I ii i i o n 

www, travelutioni.com 


FLIGHTS 


All DESTINATIONS EX LDI00I 
nMonwcauBo cteh nsn 
BuramatsEAnu ,w czssa 
TBROnWHHIREK dirk £1740 

EAiBraosMiwwasa d-» tnsa 
■ODEJUBUmaniBLO tW £2380 
UKUUSnBAPBRE rto* E1650 
M MUM B IIM IB M FtaSO 
USNn&XSAASVEBBS fim QMS 
ESaoSMSBIlAITUGB fin t E395D 
BBBIOKfDVB fint £3200 

maBBIWOK pm £3110 

SYNEY/ABCKUUH fin, £3800 

-nrFEgnr the \,o\7ir 


HZ nf3333E 

0171 493 0021 
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MAURITIUS & 
SEYCHELLES 




BEST 

OFFERS!!! 


60 AHER1CANA 
FAST TRACK!!! 


ABIT DHABI (PRICES FW 

£389 

URMACA (PKCE5F8J 

£159 

ACCBA 

£378 

LAS VEGAS 

£338 

ACAPULCO 

£488 

LILONGWE 

£419 

ADELAIDE 

£553 

LISBON 

£129 

ALBUQUERQUE 

£338 

LOS ANGELES 

£329 

AMSTERDAM 

£79 

LUSAKA 

£419 

ANTIGUA 

£299 

LYON 

£149 

ATHENS 

£159 

MADRID 

£129 

ATLANTA 

£229 

MALAGA 

£180 

AUCKLAND 

£559 

MALTA 

£IB9 

BAHRAIN 

E2M 

MARSEILLE 

£149 

BALI 

£468 

MELBOURNE 

£559 

BALTIMORE 

£329 

MEMPHIS 

£324 

BANGKOK 

£349 

Mexico cmr 

£379 

BARCELONA 

£129 

MUM! 

£299 

BARBADOS 

£299 

MILAN 

£98 

BASEL 

£126 

MINNEAPOLIS 

£324 

BEIIQtGfPEXIMG 

£399 

MONTEGO BAX 

nea 

BERMUDA 

£439 

MONTPELLIER 

£149 

BILBAO 

£129 

MONTREAL 

£259 

BOGOTA 

£459 

MOSCOW 

£259 

BOLOGNA 

£145 

MUNICH 

£107 

BOMBAY 

£348 

MUSCAT 

£299 

BORDEAUX 

£148 

MYRTLE BEACH 

£338 

BOSTON 

£229 

NAIROBI 

£328 

BREMEN 

£148 

NASHVILLE 

£324 

BRISBANE 

£559 

NASSAU 

£349 

BRUSSELS 

£85 

NAPLES 

£165 

BUCHAREST 

£195 

NEWARK 

PM 

BUDAPEST 

£194 

NEW ORLEANS 

£279 

BUENOS AIBES 

£498 

NEW TORE 

£198 

BUFFALO 

£289 

NICE 

£119 

CAIRNS 

£559 

OPORTO 

£149 

CAIRO 

£268 

ORLANDO 

£299 

CALGAHT 

£299 

OSLO 

£119 

CANCUH 

£399 

OTTAWA 

££S9 

CARACAS 

£478 

PALMA 

£170 

CASABLANCA 

£229 

PALM SPRINGS 

£368 

CHARLOTTE 

£229 

BASIS 

£75 

CHICAGO 

£258 

PERPIGNAN 

£168 

GHcnnuxz 

£298 

PERTH 

£558 

COLOGNE 

£106 

PHILADELPHIA 

£229 

CORK 

£90 

PHOENIX 

£329 

COSTA HICA 

£399 

PISA 

£145 

DALLAS 

£279 

PITTSBURG 

£229 

DARES SALAAM 

£398 

PORTLAND 

£368 

DARWIN 

£559 

PRAGUE 

£187 

DAYTONA BEACH 

£348 

PUERTO VALLABTA 

£468 

DELHI 

£348 

RALEIGH DURHAM 

£268 

DENVER 

£298 

RIGA 

£176 

DETROIT 

£329 

BIO DE JANEIRO 

£465 

DUBAI 

£298 

ROME 

£118 

DUBLIN 

£75 

SALT LAKE CITY 

£348 

DUSSELDORF 

£89 

SAN ANTONIO 

£348 

EDMONTON 

£299 

SAN DIEGO 

£329 

EL PASO 

£348 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£329 

ENTEBBE 

£398 

SAN JUAN 

£399 

FARO 

£J68 

SANTIAGO 

£498 

FRANKFURT 

£129 

SAO PAULO 

£495 

FREEPORT 

£349 

SARASOTA 

£348 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

£239 

SEATTLE 

£329 

FORTHYEBS 

£348 

SEYCHELLES 

£498 

GENEVA 

£116 

SINGAPORE 

£398 

GENOVA 

£146 

SOUTH AFRICA 

£365 

GDAAUAR 

£169 

STAVANGER 

£156 

GOTHENBURG 

£128 

STOCKHOLM 

£126 

GRAND CAYMAN 

£423 

ST LOUIS 

£324 

GRENADA 

£299 

St LUCIA 

£299 

HALIFAX 

£299 

SYDNEY 

£468 


£125 

TAMPA 

£299 

HANOVER 

£126 

TEL AVIV 

£179 

HARARE 

£438 

TOBAGO 

£299 

HAVANA 

£498 

TOKYO 

£428 

HAWAII 

£498 

TORONTO 

£249 

HELSINKI 

£186 

TOULOUSE 

£149 

HONGKONG 

£479 

TUCSON 

£368 

HOUSTON 

£279 

TUNIS 

£189 


£198 

VANCOUVER 

£359 

JEREZ 

£180 

VENICE 

£145 

JACKSONVILLE 

£348 

VERONA 

£155 

JAKARTA 

£468 

VIENNA 

£179 

KANSAS cmr 

£348 

WASHINGTON 

fwa 

KATHMANDU 

£428 

WEST PALM REACH 

£348 

KIEV 

£309 

WARSAW 

£165 

KINGSTON 

£428 

WICHITA 

£348 

KUALA LUMPUR 

£428 

WINNIPEG 

flHM 

KUWAIT 

£348 

ZAGREB 

£196 

LAGOS 

£438 

ZURICH 

£126 
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GO AMERICANA 
FAST - TRACK!!! 


0171 637 7853 


FIT CONCORDE* FlRST*B0SINESS4r PREMIER* 
PREMIUM nr ECONOMY CLASS TO OVER THOUSAND 
CITIES. SAVE OVER 5 Dr. ON AMERICANA'S 
FAVOURITE AIRLINES. HOTELS 8i CAR RENTAL!!! 
************************************** 

AMERICANA VACATIONS PLC 


II Little Portland St, London WIN 5DF^ 

Anunfcam Vacafloaa Pic, rinADSSiS Btiagm oynbla ATOLUdn 
E-malt bwnEwpiaawnaiitobBBBja. 

OPEN 7 DATS FOB BEST IBSDDS5 CUSS 0ITEBS CALL V5 K09!li 



0171 636 3055110171 G37 8485 


«u—TO4M> rang aara arm nreuaunicb. 

0171 637 41071 0171 637 7853 
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Hstefi Jeyes, fSndal Times, One Soitrtwarit Bridge. London SE1 9HL to reach us by September 25, 1998. 
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Whilsi care is taken to 
establish that our advertisers 
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take their awn precautions 
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into any agreement. 
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TRAVEL INSURANCE 
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A whale of 
a time in 
Quebec 

Forget dolphins and their mawkish ways, says 
Antony Thomcroft, go and see the big mammals 

C aptain Ahab was he is a bit of a bruiser, too. - Bonaventure was foundex 
small minded. The whales are proving an by Acadians, the ideal istii 
As be hunted economic lifeline for Quebec French settlers from Nov: 
the Atlantic for Maritime, that part of the Scotia who were sea tt era 
Moby Dick, a vast French-speaking prov- (some as for as Cajun Nev 


C aptain Ahab was 
small minded. 
As he hunted 
the Atlantic for 
Moby Dick, a 
'mere sperm whale, be was 
missing-out on the real mon- 
sters of the deep, the blue 
whales and the finback 
whales. He should have fol- 
lowed the lead of his rich 
Yankee contemporaries and 
bought a summer home on 
the banks of the St Law- 
rence at Tadoussac where he 
could shoot whales all day: 
with a camera, of course. 

Tadoussac is a picturesque 
little town of brightly col- 
oured blue, red and green 
clapperboard houses on the 
edge of the forests where the 
Saguenay River roars down 
its fiord to the St Lawrence. 

In the 18th century it was 
a trading post, and has the 
oldest wooden chapel in Que- 
bec to prove it. In the 19th 
century rich Americans 
Idled away the brief Qufibec 
summers at the resort with 
yachting and fishing. 
Today’s holidaymakers 
enjoy much the same plea- 
sures, plus the daily whale 
watch. 

Tadoussac is perhaps the 
most reliable spot in the 
world far watching whales. 
In a good year, up to 13 dif- 
ferent species spend their 
summers feeding off the krill 
and tiny fishes which mass 
at the spot where the two 
rivers meet It is hard not to 
think that they are putting 
on a show as they suddenly 
rear up for a “blow” yards 
from the viewing boats 
before shaking a provocative 
tail and disappearing in 
another deep dive. 

So famili ar are the whales 
to the locals that they have 
.names - Captain Hook, for 
example, with his damaged 
fin; 172, whose scars suggest 


he is a bit of a bruiser, too. 

The whales are proving an 
economic lifeline for Quebec 
Maritime, that part of the 
vast French-speaking prov- 
ince which stretches out 
towards the Atlantic. In the 
16th century it welcomed the 
first French explorers to 
North America: now it wel- 
comes tourists. They are 
even more essential since 
tbe government ban on 
catching cod, decimated by 
overfishing,' seems to be 
never ending. 

But the cod's gain Is also 

Winters are 
long and 
hard, the 
summers hot 
and usually 
reliable 

the visitors. This Is a dreamy 
holiday destination - buco- 
lic, slow-paced, unspoilt, 
friendly and cheap. Eco-tour- 
ism may be an over-ripe 
cliche, but if it means trek- 
king through forests, kayak- 
ing down rivers, observing 
great colonies of sea birds - 
and Indulging in a little deer 
shooting and salmon fishing, 
too, this is the spot 
The northern bank of the 
St Lawrence and, on its 
southern side, the peninsula 
of Gaspe - “the end of land”, 
in the Micmac Indian lan- 
guage - are like New 
England in the 1950s: tiny, 
marine-hugging communi- 
ties on the coast, the houses 
cheerfully coloured; a wilder- 
ness of wood and mountain 
inland. 

. Tbe seaside villages may 
look sleepily similar but 
their names tell their history 


- Bona venture was founded 

by Acadians, the idealistic 

French settlers from Nova 
Scotia who were scattered 
(some as for as Cajun New 
Orleans) after the British 
won Canada; nearby New 
Carlisle is anglophone, with 
descendants of the Royalists 
who moved north after the 
American revolution; then 
on to Fasp&biac, home to the 
Basques, who first fished 
these waters in tbe 17th cen- 
tury. Off-shore are the 
lightly populated islands of 
Anticosti and Madelaine, 
where you do feel you are at 
the end of the world. 

Tbe winters here are long 
and hard but the short sum- 
mers are hot and usually 
reliable, and from the end of 
June a spirited tourist sea- 
son erupts. These fingers of 
land pointing towards the 
north Atlantic have more 
attractions than just raw 
nature: for a start living Is 
remarkably inexpensive. 

The Canadian dollar is in 
the doldrums: fares from the 
UK to Montreal are low; 
costs - at neat, small, sea- 
side. hotels: in crab and lob- 
ster-rife restaurants, and for 
incidentals - are irrationally 
reasonable. Two weeks idl- 
ing through Quebec Mari- 
time, all Included, should 
leave generous change from 
£1,000. 

Of course it helps if you 
are fascinated by seabirds, 
especially gannets, which 
congregate In their thou- 
sands on the island of Bon- 
aventure, a nature reserve 
off Perc6, where a tall rock, 
rising from the sea, acted as 
a natural beacon to the first 
adventurers and now draws 
tourists. It is an advantage IF 
you like five-day excursions 
kayaking down rivers, where 
you are more likely to see 
moose and black bear than 



people; it Is a positive dream 
if you fancy a good long 
walk, because next year the 
Gaspe peninsula opens its 
stretch of the Appalachian 
Way, and the mountain 
range which starts in Geor- 
gia can finally be traversed 
its whole length, ending at 
the sparkling, sea-locked, 
local capital of Gaspfi.' 

But this wild land has not 


gone completely soft there 
are also wonderful opportu- 
nities for hunters and fish- 
era, especially on the island 
of Anticosti, easily reached 
by ferry from Havre Saint- 
Pierre. close to the end of 
the road on the northern 
shore of the St Lawrence, or 
from Riviere-au-Renard on 
Gaspe, or by air. 

This island was acquired 


by the French chocolate 
magnate Henri Menier in 
1895 as his own personal 
Eden: in other' words as a 
vast 1,000 mile (1,600km) 
square hunting ground. 
Many of the animala he 
brought over to shoot, such 
as bear and moose, felled to 
thrive on . tbe wooded lime- 
stone. but .eventually deer 
took to the remoteness. 


Today 140,000 of them live 
happily alongside 300 seafar- 
ing humans, who are joined 
by salmon fish ermen, artists 
and hermits in the summer, 
and by hunters in the 
autumn. - 

Today, Anticosti is govern- 
ment-owned and sportsmen 
are Mmited to two deer a trip 
and a salmon a day. But the 
few lodges that dot the 


island lie luxurious, maWng 

tMs In escapism 

totaDy-tearible, 

The great majority of vist- 
tora ioQuebec Maritime are 
holidqdng Quebeckers or 
Amu# Quebec's campaign 
for lfitjKpendence deterred 
. other Canadians and Amer- 
icans,- who once flocked to 
this accessible outback. Now 
tourissi . especially from 
EurcB^are warmly' courted. 
Since id? is new, consumer- 
friendy, tourism, the. routes 
are (fitted, with Interpreta- 
tion jeatreSr- .which add 
great^tb the eojoymant of a 
trip. 

Thee -centres follow a 
standard format - one room 
displays artifacts, another 
offers an audio visual pre- 
sentaibn, the ' third ' Is a 
shop. Their various subjects 

Descendants 
cf the Indians 
tilkyou 
trough their 
ijneestors’ 
rituals 

aptly sum up the Quebec 
Moraine experience, blear 
Gasp- there is a visitor cen- 
tre a the ForfHon national 
park, which describes the 
old . aid life of the cod 
fishemen and the attrac- 
■ tLonsbf the park. Nearby is 
the Tin mao centre, where 
.' descqdants of the Indians, 
todaaftuMatlngiilshable from 
their ,'eDow ffanadiang, fait 

you jroogh the rituals of 
their ancestors - the total 
tepeesxperience. 

Onzhe north coast of the 
St Laprence, where tbe land- 
scape's wilder and life is 
harshr, a diving centre at 
Les Iscoumins welcomes 
expenneed divers and gives 
novics, by video, a second- 
hand mm ersion into diving 
the ad, dark, sinister river, 
whil&rcheo Topo at Berge- 
rorrnf, offers a lively intro- 
ductin to the discoveries 
from local archaeological 
! sited which go back more 

- than v000 years. 

1 Be cf all iB the Interpre- 

1 tatfo ‘for Marina Mammals 

, at T oussac, which enables 
! you r tell a beluga from a 
mini . a right from a hump, 

- befo i you embark on the 
i wha ig experience. Forget 
< dolp: is, with their mawk- 
s ishiys; whales. are the big 
! fish ' at matter. 


HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 


AFRICA 


SAFARI 


SKIING 


UK TRA1 


5f?13Tim Best Travel 
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INDIVIDUAL ITINERARIES 
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OKAVANGO DELTA * SERENGETl MIGRATION 
NGORONGORO - MASAI MARA • ZAMBEZI * ZANZIBAR 
THE CAPE 

INDIAN OCEAN ISLANDS 

68 Old Brompton Road t_- _ 
London SW7 3LQ ILK 
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Luuifflus remote lodges (KAm. 
cmetag. nifitiq and vrtnda satanswffli 
the wry best guides. Superb nftfife. 
Adventure wth eantfmt CaH us to owe 

your meal sabn. 

lfck(01604) G28979 Fax: 639879 
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SAFARI PLUS 


AFRICA 

Tailor- M«4« Safari! 


Enfoy twajry and aadu-uon n ameB 
ettMNve cups and bdgaa. 
ExcaSere game vteMng wen ton 


or toot or hamate*. FeOow Oris 
wtt a mA on ■ trgpkW wtena. 

I TU: 01489 876593 foe 01489 878504 

JHNT VENTURE TOWEL PIC ATO. 4314 


EAST/ SOUTHERN AFRICA ] 
Tdor node Africa Safari SfxmBvt j 
Comc-dma. Walking, Hor* tkaoft 
flgp fa nf-jndL Gajfi-mkfclnit God | 
Fhhtng. Urnnv [ourd/lodgr salons I 

Tel/Fax 01308-883204 

ATOL437) I 


J8LC Voyageurs 

ijLffli Un wmll ffuUfft 
Spemhu solan guide A vetudk 
*Sea* Africa 

+ Kenya tfujnta +ZamHt 

*Betnma * Malawi + Zimbabwe 

Lmnty acooamwdJtKHi matter 
todjcsoc mutate ttmsJ i-anp. 
Taka-asafe iuaxinc% ma» fmn 
ibe nirMuaps 
Tel: 01235 848747 
Fmc 0L235 848840 
J&C lin-afttm. Buckndpev 
Smog Counenay. Abingdon, 0X14 WV 
flq^b bc inuiged js ru 8 apefiu <4 
Tbe Coma Cnpamm Ud 
ATOLVaJM'i 

, Fully Bonded J 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Honey, they've shrunk the prices! 

Sefiwi - 1 mek.be, (IlgMs, aeceoi, HB, trandhn A tans etc. bon only 049 
RIO hi th? £. that's never been u herter tune m pi with MR /rurrf 
the loosest established UK travel luaipani tu Southern Africa. 

C?t ffiAe CfJfifce? yirvinfitfi nr 01712871133 

Tailor made inura & safa r is ur South Africa Zimbabwe. Zambia. 
Namibia. Botswana. Malawi. Mauritius & ScychcUcv 
MUmrriMnl • Iqno lfrahc.l-i*aavi < «Riliakn«imt .ta iil‘l 5T III, 



AFRICA FOR THE 
DISCERNING TRAVELLER. 





LUXURY 

SKI 

Onr 1999 bmdmn framrin y the very bat 
tld retorts in Fnnce, Svriaedand, Austria 
•ad Italy now also includes the lISJLand 
Canada. Spend 7 nig ht s at the popular 
Palace Hotel in Gscesul from jnsc ,£1085 
b etw een 4 Jan and 23 Jan. with sch edu l ed 
British Airways flights, or choose fhxn one 
of 23 other d oflghtfiit naom. 


01244- 897 333 

THE OLD PALACE. CHESTER. CHI 1M 
ABTA VI711 ATOt ZM) 


V Luxury Private Tented Safaris in ^ 

TANZANIA 

Individually tailored to Include Nforoogurro Crater, 
Arusha. Manyaro, Serengwti and 

tinogirr National Perks. - ■ 

For colour brochure and full information portfolio coaxtaat 

Wildlife Explorer (EA) Limited, 

•Manyara', Riverside, Nanpean, St AtiatdL 
- Cornwall FL26 T?J 

Telephone 017^1 824133 or Fax: 017268S438S - 

v E-Maib 100625^3411 ecounpnmrva^ann > 


Your toughest SKI CHALLENGE yet \ 

...and it could be FREE 


_ tM day drimg event Austria Mmh 1999 ; 

i ★ Conquer 24 Austrian pedos In 48 hours 1 

*Otfr£iro*|flusnnlrilmum8jion»ad<ii 
* dght*. aocomnodaflon ft aquipncrtlrdUfed 
- isw aiew saa 


0500 575 222 


SCOPE 



IAUSTS I 
E R N A F R 


PLCASe CONTACT 

us to oiseuee 
YOUR TAILOR MADE 
AFRICAN 
ADVENTURE 



Tatormade Safaris with 

Sccfami TStivt 

Tbnzaniai Namibia 
Botswana and Zimbabwe 
Caflfar » brodwir^ipgMfc S 
01488 68161 1 

foe 01488 6850S5te ^ g £ 
S*n_Dn»e®coiiit)iii«r<*MatV33ps 




Specialists In 
taOor made trips to 
Tanzania and Zanzibar, 



SOUTH AFRICA 


uKvirum 


WUsncnotanniSiMlkilw 
ifrg m mntwHi. iidmuMtl) 
nninaniM fc, l4c lha> vwb pnwtnin 
Mac CW1B| MAR* giUCCT 


■M OBTa IWE'.TWB 

CAPETOWN, SOUTH AFRICA. 8&B v 
srf tearing cottage - 2 bednomsd 
Badoring htewte a l Gnct Constanta 
Who EststB Suputi mountan Mem. 
Courtry «efcs. Cm two Summing pod. 

Franjanoopppd.nl 0Q27ei to* so to 
Ftoc 002721 7942532 



DIM TOE 

Superb powder skiing in the greatest 
range on earth. 

Small groups, huge verticals. 

From US $5,750 / week 
Tel: 171 628 2032 
www.himachal.com 
For any further details please contact 

HHSAsfe Pacific Sales Office: ... 

G.P.O. Box 2469V, Melbourne, Vic. 3001, Australia. 
Tel: +61 3 9593 9853 Fax: +61 3 9525 3405 


MEKXBEL 

LES TROXS VALLEES 
FRANCE 

Luxmy Apartment* new Chain 
3 Bedrooms 

I Bathroom and separate WC 
Very large living room . 
Folly equipped and serviced 
50m from Morel chairlift 
£600- £1,000 prr week inclusive 

Contact: Richard Renee 
Ph«e; 444 (0)171 236 7131 
, Fax: 444 (0) 1268 7SS935 j 


WOfOOT TRAVEL 


Chmoen/ArgnUiere 

BOOT THE BEST 


Mt 


Bindon 



Bii A 


1 Noogia/dldMwci l — Ifcr 
- TW bomm br*h nidhod 
• MkMn • Opanaflyaar 
CAliJHFsrFKBIuia fixkOM 

HSBHE 08002(1 372 


Short BmlaienlMde tram E7Q per 

Accomandadan A BreeMnL 
ASoparii 17* Ciirtay Grad# 1 Canty 

■m aaea at Mmd 4 iwotend 
gNdmi mdac|ac«rita M 
nan raaaiw ul UnglM Harth. 
Opan Log Hm and a warn eatonne 
— aaayau. Tha wa nl y Raaouart 
otaa a kagnaton o( daadcal Prandi 
coottigandanighafeieoteaffiparaiy' 
BdMicUdna. 

FWn if nr haaM pool day Dan*. 
Mas bK^da or amply M» aerewi Da 
andcfcaenaagamaotaapaL ! 
Chdttnaa and Naw War braaki naUa. 
2 hours from London, ISmtVtxmUS 
RaearvaSane: 01 aa 400070 
Fa; 01823400071 


Acnvrry & 

SPECIAL INTEREST 

holiday? and w/ends for , 


r Devon EX52QT 


T 


i\ 




efdris fe 

df DertrtsMir Cemiuy 


smJitoioU woOed t 


Am . Ht 1 

r of6*moi,nm» 

«b 

in Britain- 


Krsr' 

U / 

\2S 20 mha 


# Ca toe d t ha kb, huldi and 
afeepBDMBli . 

• M ar a adeaRpa te taecthiBei 
aadtadlrtiladlHMc* 

Ut«i4ns7»fn . 


-«a TOTAL for cam red ctuMs In 
VH (THore, MMM. Lae Gen, 
Lee Contain bwe, St Anttn. Lech, 
Zarmatt 6 WhShfaL'Ciai 840 3335. 
am) arrr.AflTA vnew 


Over 150 ttnogs to do incl 
wateaspam.' airsptxts, motor-. 
' sports, energetic pursuits, 
wafldng, cycling. 
horaoriding , tennis, golf, arts & 
crafts, cooking, 
urarder mysteries, bodge. 

Acorn Activities 

01432-830083 


AA—RAC 

Eajn, mAmnm MhM *fi**tfi I 
Cowrirw Hm» Hum in At pimuga nOg* 

of Bwriry In Ttw Hr* Ff^to, MwjvpL 
de r * ^nk iiemJ4rra<x*ean*ef»aL 
LATKAVAJUUBUJTY 

BOOK NOW MM 44 4441 
or (01425) 4032M 

BLACXMME VALE. SOMBRS8T 2 caO 
. eaweig bains. 3mal mi) ahaap him. 

. Staaj*5Bfc4.Ph0nort« 01 883 370406. 

Bcupse'wat- pscahce, cornmuj. 

8 bed Victorian TCE. . Seepe 12. 
E8000, Tet. 017» 383643. Other 
mwH awttblB 8dm riaoa. 

OROUSE SHOOTMQ 6 8ALU0H 
mOHOz 3 6,000 a astute. Me o( 
Lawla. FanHy run ledge offeriog fu* 
board. Bradum - Ho. m. Kershaw 
01505733483 

8ALCOIE, DEVON OuMenAig 
walartrani hevae. Seeps 6 to 8. 
Own mooring. £900 - filJMOpw. 
Tet0t82S756l3a. focOISSS 787148. 

WWWJ«£mAy-HOIilE^AaESXOJUt 
WeriMda tntanwt Dnckaft The ahrtng 
potamMbqjMhoWwtanHrersaL 


Tifc MadtJ ( 9 I 629 J 58 Z 7 VS 


HOTE L ON 
THE PARK 


iAJfa d Sn w , 

P* Fail j 74%, 


lupbyFcoaW 


1 boar bom TOUlI 
S« io beautiful 
Sleeps 9- Avail 
Maid service, d 
oo req 
Pool ready - 


s > n T : tA)tBlQlMka a Mm 
Mtege hrqun a»V handat so 
■Mac NE Laodon. to maim 
Meltings, itofl 4. A-Eiaonmek. - 
Tetvi4ie»*«ra3 l 








Iau|a||i»f*re**i*nf*wt ***** «**&' 
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lAlLOS-lfiAM MbUBATS 
TO AftBBUTA & 1EL4WA33 

Clur« from no 2W oues uq il* United 
Aiittmv Himnfc. Ciabnc ffyKlrera tviUi 
***di *fayv urn-jo wfab owh am w diy 

Uving «iih ihc pat ouufcmn. Alt about 

nr FREE irp«*U mpbu lb Rca&D* uxt 
a FREE uopovet with tnjr baHite* owr 
7 ihji. Our I W tnxSnre it OUT NOW. 

hfifadmal ferfexnatiwtafl 


BONTGO ON HOLIDAY TO 
AMERICA, TAKE A VACATION. 


ItatBtVMI 

AB1A No. VSAJ9 AItJL No. 2*57 


v. .... 


Rnn 

HI 


/V . 

■- 't*P : 


Welcorne to paradise 

The ultimate luxury escape to die powder tvbrie .beaches of the 
MaMiva, Mauritius. Seychelles ... and new the iriphlstitatroa of 
rhihai. Deluxe horeb sod atteu&vc— ; 
service, in a bobby mfcwd to exceed 
your expectations . - i 

CALL HOW FOR A BROCHURE 

01244 355502 

3ff . , •• 

• INDIAN OCEAN • 

CONNECTION. - .. . 




•r r;'-1k7l jV? 



Cayman Islands - 
i Deeply $(pta%ing 

* The exotic and peaceful 
British Crown Colony in the 
Caribbean. 

* Ideal hr relaxation, (firing 
and wutre/porte. 

* Wrfdings and honeymoons. 

* Dive packages. 

* Deluxe hrtcls, aparoienis 
and rest a ura nts. 

* British Always fly direct 
throe tows a week. London 
Gatwick- Grand Cayman. 

For brochures. c*a STTt-Ol 7771. 


91% 

li 


What are you doing next weekend? 
For tbe widest possible tange of European 
Short Breaks caH 
Premier Holidays an 

0870 900 0214 



At .Seasons bi 5 *ij& vft am 
create your hapry hobday, 
near or far, 

with the itmemry pm demand 
and the donate to match. 

jfw vwddvAdt Hobday ideas 
that match pmrstyU, ad! for 
our Brochure on 0151 342 0505 . 

‘Thai prepare for 
the time ofgourhfo 


Worldwide Journeys & Expeditions 



WtsUvide louacys in cmll group mI tsiloMOade tnv'd, 

safaris and ticks throe gh<xa the world, and we pride ourselves 
on (W expen knowledge and peoanal service. 

For our ■ 999 brochure please contact: 

Worldwide Jonroq* A Expeditious 
8 Ceocragb Koud, Losdeo W 14 9 HP 
Td: 817 ] 381 8638 Free 0171 381 0836 
E-tnuH: m^ fwji we u lns xMli *2 



0 d« »o daca*S 


CtaB und Count ry side 

Wtfve been here for 
centuries, yon can be here 
in a couple of hours. 

Hiuoxic Hooks * Cisdes • Genkns 
Glorious Beaches • Am 8c Oafs abound 
Attractive Market Towns and Vabgcs 

A REALLY RELAXING BREAK 

ob*g ami miL Y» umilhAeppMedl 


WC/MMS 

BmanmTM 




Wh} dot t put 


Tel: 01271 336016 B5&SR £ 


RED CARNATION HOTELS 
London and Palm Beach 

Vfrh an array of define stales and guest rooms, 
The Chesterfield Mayfair. 

The Montague in Bloomsbury. 

The Rubens, Belgravia and 
The CbeaofieW Palm Bead!. Florida, 
are each oominul in providing 
(rtsunfog service and eonrfun. 

New brochure amiable. 

Tel: 0171-514-5605 
Fax: 0171-409-1726 


BROCHURE PANELS 

ORDER FORM 

Please tick the appropriate box for the travel brochures you would like to receive, enter 
your own name and address and then send or fax this coupon to the address shown. 
Replies must be received no later than 24 October 1998. 


1 . United Vacations □ 

2. Kuoni □ 

3. Indian Ocean Connection □ 

4. Caribbean Connection □ 

5. Africa Connection □ 

6. Intercontinental □ 

7. Cayman Islands □ 

8. Premier Holidays - Short Breaks □ 

9. Premier Holidays - America □ 

10. San Roque Club □ 

1 1 . Seasons In Style □ 

1 2. Woridwide Journeys & Expeditions □ 


13. Trans Indus □ 

14. Barratt International Resorts □ 

15. Suffolk Tourist Board □ 

16. Red Carnation □ 

17. The New Forest □ 

18. The Belfry □ 

19. North Devon □ 

20. Compleat Angler □ 

21. Thorpeness Hotel □ 

22. Thistle Hotels □ 

23. Coral Cay □ 

24. The British Museum Traveller □ 


TITLE.. 

. . JNTTIA1 

SURNAME 

ADDRESS 

H 



.... .POSTCODE 



T I ; i A: RJTA / 1; 


Out & Out luxury, out in the wild! 

E»p«timpc the sjawkw of Africa n nmijsurHU wyic. Our ofanniilc 
ronrtxra on tjic you fiiwn ctnmcpnhzan Cape Turn m um-fcnsed 
bod» to ipeitaailzr gnnr reserve*. ajoyi^ the mow boutinii 
MramnwvitDiin at rnatr. Nn otho winter 
ritarirariou fames w wau ri y Kcrmuanxtrd 


CAU. HOW FOR A BROCKVKE 

01244 355503 

35 

AFRICA 

CONNECTION 




Canada A tJu CartlUa* 

lo6page guide ro America, Canada & the \ 
Caribbean. Induding Florab, Anrona. 
the Deep South. New England, California, 

Las Vegas. New Vorit City, Canada, Bahama. 
Jamaica and much more. 

For THE guide to holidays oanss Amcnco call 
Premier Hulidavson 

0870 900 0214 


INDIA 

TRANS INDUS LIMITED 

the leading India specialist for 
quality bo&ki) s often qy 

* Beaded group tans 

* Tan for akJepeudent bardkrs 

* Tailor-made bobdayf. 

“ Guest lecturer tour, led hy Lady 
Wade-Grey. MA (Oxonl 
Call: 0181 566 2729 or 
Fax: 0181 840 5327 

or write to Tian% Indus Limited. 

1 1 The Pavement. Ropes Lane. 
Ealing. London W5 4N'G 
AHTAVOW ATOL.U» 



The New Forest - 

for a r^.ni.utlic --!ti>rl 




Tvlcphmtf tn~0.i 2 X 4 JJ 4 OJisrsi 
or tick hr low. 


nm 


»A CHARACTER 
;v ; pF rrS.OWN O 

-r^Sdpming coasem^ beauty^iecOJm.andpiamaqtK 

ddlr V; /countryside fdrdtkalrigmmDTin breaks. : ; i».’; 

""-'"Cafl jiqw. Rv.2'fic^: i brpciiure J {^27T' : !336d7pj - 

Bo* 4 VBa m so pte, -«i C' T " : 

-^i X perori Ex^MP- ; rW-:.- ^H^'iSSSSS-'- 


Thorpeness H otel 

ETBWWWCou.mcnded & Golf Club 

The hotel and challenging 
course offer the discerning 
golfer modem facilities 
with traditional ambiance, 
others, enjoy the mysteries, 
m usic, and art of the Su Bolk 
2j Heritage coast. 

THORPENESS, SUFOUC IP164NH 
TEL 01728 452176 FAX 01728 453868 





Tbe Kuoni Wcrktuidc broebure 
olios the BfEMeff nojeoif flexible 
Inoghaiif holidays around Ibe world: 
il really is the A-Z ona^hail iravd. 

Whatever )oi waun w do and 
wherever you would like to go. n can 
deliver whether it's a trip aimnd die 
worid. 3 maltMxnUE lour or a week 
relaxing o a (be beach 

Far your copy entt 

08700 7458664 

quoting rvfm vn cB •0F72" 


*. r.b 

■t’jr ■- t --i sg- 
u u ih.I.ii,«p> 
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From Paris to Lawful, 

lNTtR^ONTlNENTM. HOTLLS AND 

R£SC«ts 'Leblke Options" utekexd 
KATE ARE AMAZPMUf ftVD VAUT 
and valid THstxofcvr nc vlar. 
Not only that... you bexhtt from 

AN EXTRA OPTION AS IVEU WHEN VOt 

BCOK. 

CaLLI&IS 5SI+H Kt \ LFAFLFI OR 
0345481 TO muflst 


CADIZ 


Serenely distant from the crowded costas, with a unique hotel m 
a lovely garden setting os well ax its own challenging IS hole 
chatiipionship golf course and privileged access to XaJdcrnmu 
and Sotogrande golf courses, the San Roque Club is the {«rfect 
setting for a winter golfing holiday. 15 minutes from Gibraltar. 

For more information call: +34 956 613030/60/90 
or Fas: +34 956 613013 


\ remember: 


Relax in luxury acconunodatHKi Kt 
• widita your chukc of wonderful man. 

(■ Gmmk from l hr Scottish Highlands, 
i Perthshire Hills. Stirlingshire* 

3 Trossadu. New forest Hampshire 
; or the Welsh Cambrian Mountains. 

; Or even try a fifing hrtiday oa die -. ... ... 

^ CaKa dd Sol, Spain. | 

i All stunning resorts wilh superb facilities and outstanding foul & wines. 
' i#I ENJO Y UP TO M LEISURE ACnxiTlES EACH WEEK. 


§OTa 01479 811810 




■'•.■"..jrfT*. ?y. : ? 



The Btifn- is eowidned to be the 
best looted Mni». golt and 
leisure Report in the UK and. with 
ID superb kttsure facilities, is a 
bhuku< venue h>£cf away truro it aR 

On hank hdidiys A selected dales 
leisure tweaks, start ham (us* (5?,00 
per pasoo per ntfihl lor dkuier. bed 
and breaVlast includu^; use oi our 


Ryder Cup Venue 2001 
WIshaw, North Warwickshire B76 9PR 
01675 470033 





j .VK-i-kevp-for vint^ovarr. r y*j\‘ 6* tc !' 

isr c. j/eridf-i'u.-wvC'Whcoo. : '■^?-c‘?tff!^9M t ii , clK-?55’a5f^rg’g:r>nef~ 
:.i faris-s Rivcrsl^ Rest.i'i-.refirvwft 

nwsrd v.'inniiig Chiltcrn Vnl.by 
r.-c.T: pnrsen 


r 

f'Rimiunit 


l Create 



©Ga®LaTr 

A eupaib rfimee bum 0n Scoodi 
HQhtonda m Devon In ovw 20 
dosdnaifcjna around BdBln 

• London btoata 6 thoabs paefcagos 
■ County housa hotels 

• Remark: weekends 

• Festive breaks 

0345 585 707 

Local Rue. 24 houm 

CaB rx>w toryevr FREE ThaBa Hate# 
Leisure Bramaa tirocftiire. or (tele up a 
HtgWb Breaks breenure bum >«our 
trnvtiapent ~ 



The British Museum 
Traveller 

Worldwide Tours & 
CHRKTMASTOCBStoTbubia. 
4niiilwis. Egypt a the Hvfr L—d— 

Feamrias An. 

MBEtum CWtecunes. 

AtcbflEology. Hhnuiy 


The British Museum Tnnrfler 


Uxxbm WC1B3QQ 
ut wnij 3D msnsu 
fm torn > sawn atolmto 


WEEKEND FT 1998 TRAVEL BROCHURE SERVICE 

(Ref (12/09/98) Upcotl Avenue 
Barnstaple, EX31 1HN 
Fax No. 01271 328422 

"Hie infonuauoQ you provide will be held by tbe Honodal Times and may be used to keep you informed of FT products and by 
wher selected companies for mailing list proposes.. The FT is registered under (be Data Protection Act 1984. Financial Times, 
"™* JCr On® Southwark Bridge, London SE1 9HL. Please tick this box if you do oot wish to receive any Amber information 
from tbe FT Croup or companies approved by tbe FT Group. □ 


Travel Brochure Guide 


The next Travel Brochure Guide 
will be published on 14 November 1998. 
For more information please contact 
Helen Jeyes 
Tel: 444 171 873 4038 


Financial Times 

























T he Asian 

ftngrvngl crisis 

means bargains 
for travellers. A 
seven-night 
package linking Kuala 
Lumpur's Ritz-Carlton and 
the luxury Pangkor Laut 
resort starts at only £450 
(flights extra); call 444 
01828-771171. 

Premier (444 01223-516677) 
can give you a week in 
Bangkok from £449. 
TravelMood offers 10 nights 
in Malaysia, with flights to 
Penang, from £399: details 
from 444 0171-258 0280. 

Asean Explorer (01481- 
823417) claims the cost of a 
12-night trip to Bali, from 
£636, is a 10-year low. Flying 
business class (with Gulf 
Air) from London to 
Bangkok, Jakarta or Manila 
costs just £979 untO the end 
of November with Bridge the 
World (0171-734 7440). Even 
in New Zealand, where the 
tourism industry is suffering 
from the disappearance of 
visitors from south-east 
Asia, Travel 2 (444 
0541-550066) has cut 20 per 
cent from self-drive holidays. 

□ GRAND TOUR: Go 
around the world with 80 
people as Orient-Express 
inaugurates its Great South 
Pacific Express dawn 
eastern Australia. A 


□ TRUNK ROAD: Amble 
through northern T hailand 
on elephant back for six 
days, as part of a luxury 
13-day holiday with One + 
One Travel (444 01935- 
812000). You get your own 
trekking crew and spend the 
nights ramping of With hill 

tribe villages: “Your seat on 
the elephant is well padded,” 
the brochure advises. 

□ LAKELAND: A third of 
Malawi is water - 
300-mile-long Lake Malawi, 
with golden beaches, islands 
and some hotels around its 
shores. Sunvll (+44 0181-232 
9777) will get you to this 
little- visited African country, 
as an add-on to a safari or 
for a longer stay. 

□ MAKE TRACKS: The 
Trans-Siberian train across 
Russia is 100 years old this 
year. Bridge the World offers 


•Passage East* is a book flDed with such defightful dr a wi ngs and photographs, celebrating the golden age of the steamship, that one is al most tempted to cut them out and pin tfworon ttn waL There are 52 
printings from maritime artist Ian Marshal stssnrted by period picture, maps and commentary by historian John Maxtone-Graham. Out hi hantni^ thebookiapiABshed by Spetkftowt/HoiraB Press at 
£39 l 95 (ISO pages). The painting shorn shows RMS Areada In (fraud Hartww, Malta, in 188R whan the Wand was already a. tong-standbig port of cat. on PA 0’S route from Great Britain to Ate east 


a variety of ways to share a 
remarkable experience of 
eastern life, including 
possible stopovers In 
Ekaterinburg, Siberian 
villages, the Gobi desert, 
Buddhist monasteries, 
Russian homes and 
Mongolian nomad tents. Can 
0171-911 0900. 

□ DEEP BLUE: Lose the 
blues at Indigo Bay - an 
exclusive resort on Bazaruto 
island . Mozambique. Stay in 
individual chalets, all with 
private facilities, and (when 
not relaxing) indulge in the 
many activities (some 
Included): Qy apd deep-sea 
fishing, snorkelling and 


SOUba diving, fiatemuran 
island hopping, or just 
watching the wil dlife - 
turtles, rays, humpback 
whales, dolphins and 
dugongs, and 140 species of 
bird, in you go: can Three 
Cities Hotels on +44 0171-225 
0164. 

□ HIGH SOCIETY: See a 
tsedai in Bhutan - that’s a 
festival, in the remote and 
rarely visited Himalayan 
kingdom - with Steppes 
East (+44 01285-810267); the 
£2,995 trip, leaving London 
on September 26. visits India 
too. 

□ SWING LAO: The annual 


■ifcaawsMia-.i- • £««!-:• 2iiss l vj-<r: : wrrr-.zt.. tst- k: ' .- 35- • ' r T jpJrsi.: 


THEY LOOK LIKE ORIGINAL MONETS 
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BUT THEY ARE ARTAGRAFHS 

Even the experts have trouble telling the difference ! 


Priceless Masters acta, the world’s fines: collwtioas in a new pzfemed 
process tbat implicates oi! on Canvas so exact!) tbeiibey have to be seen 
and touched to be believed . Brash ssatees. tiny flaws, creeks sni 
Gsanrcs are oQ there just like (he arigiui. 

It's taonghl abom by on ingenious bkoi of An. Sdeece and High 
Technology. Even the traces are isdivuloaily selected to complexiKtu 
each Artsgnph and Oft: hand finisbed b> crafcsnen. 


In fact there is » modi to show yon tbs ire have produced 3 colour 
brochure which Ibttafl ota carnal srocfcpte the KGni Mastas wladt 
were released eari y Oabbec. Send far onr Cndogoe and Price Lists sr 
your earliest convenrecce. 


GREAT MASTERPIECES FAITHFULLY REPLICATED 


boat race on the Mekong 
River in Vientiane is a lively 
affair after a night of spirit 
worship, men spend two 
days racing longboats, while 
women sing rude songs and 
question their sexual 
prowess. Watch it with 
Symbiosis (444 0171-924 
5906); a lfrday trip leaving 
Bangkok on September 23. 
costs £885 plus frights. 

□ LAND, SEA AND AIR: Go 

on a safari with a difference 
- a 10-day wildlife tour of 
Mwim with Union-Castle 
Travel (0171-229 1411): yuuTI 
See million*! of monarch 
butterflies waiting to fly to 
fjngfia turtles hatching -, 
whales migrating. You stay 
in big luxury or small, 
elegant hotels. Best months: 
November to February; price 
from £2,390- . . 

□ INDIAN SUMMER: Ah, 
the thingB to do on the 
subcontinent Eat your way 
round India with Cox & 

Kings (+44 0X71-873 5000) on 
a tailor-made tour taking In 
cooking demonstrations and 
tasting of north and south 
India cuisine. Or unwind at 
Rajvilas, a Jaipur hotel with 
India’s first luxury spa. 
combining western 
aromatherapy and Indian 
ayurvedic health principles 
for “Aromaveda" treatments 
Greaves Travel (+44 0171-487 
9111). Or go to the famous 
Pnshkar camel fair — 
November 14 - with camel 
racing, traditional dancing 
and 50,000 camels for sale: 
Explore’8 22-day tour costs 
£L360; call +44 01252-344161. 
Or try a touch of the Raj at 
Darjeeling hQl station on a 
tour with I ma ginative 
Traveller (+44 0181-742 8612), 
with ride-trip to Sikkim. 

□ TAKE rr EASY: See 
Nepal the easyfish) way with 
a Gentle Trekking and 
Luxury Lodges trip with 
Himalayan Kingdoms (+44 
0117-923 7163). Stroll tte 
Annapurna foothills, drift 
down the Seti River, meet 
the people; from £L550. ; 

□ SALES DRIVE: Stay a 
night in Seattle’s Hotel 
Monaco for just $25,000. The 
price includes a free key 
chain and a 1999 Mazda 
Miata convertible, 
gift-wrapped for a grand 
presentation. Details from +1 

206-621 1770. 

□ LOOP OF SILK: 
Adventurous types can 
travel the Silk Road by train 
with Imaginative Traveller 



(+44 0181-742 8612): a 31-day 
loop will take them through 
nhina Mongolia, 

Kazakhs tan and TTyh ririKtan 

Stops indude Lake Baikal 
Samarkand, rian for the 
terracotta warriors, and 
maybe a night in a per; all 
from £3255 plus flights. . 

□ HORSEPOWER: The 
great thing about horses is 
that . you -can ride them 
almost anywhere: Argentina, 
Morocco. Botswana. 

Mongolia, Jordan, India, 

New Zealand, Italy. . . All are 
available through Ride . 
Worldwide (+44 0171-735 
1144), which win taDor atrip 
to your preferences. 

□ ORIENT YOURSEIf: The 
Peninsula hotel Hong Kong, 
offers a four-day Chinese 
Cultural Experience 
programme in October and 
November: find out about 
feng s/mi (bring your house 
plans), tai chi. herbal 
medicin e, dim sum-making, 
tea-preparing, brushy 
painting. Book through 

T .eadlng Hotels of the World: 
0800-181123. 

□ AIR PRESUMPTIVE: See 
Africa the old way, on 
private flights during the 
day and first-dass hotels at 
night Air Voyages of 
Distinction has adapted a 
Boeing 757 to seat 106 
passengers (instead of 237) 
and two departures next 
year will explore spots such 
as Mauritius, the Skeleton 

Coast Mt Kilimanjaro and \ 

the Victoria Falls. Details 
from +44 0181464 448R 

□ TURKEY TROT: See the 
Turkey nobody knows - the 
lush north-east (and 
neighbouring Georgia) - 
with Pontic Tom’s: Group 
tours or tailor-made visits go 
for the Byzantine 
monasteries, Ottoman 
mosques, the plant life, the 
horseback riding in the 
Caucasus, the mountain 
scenery. . . or just the gol£ In 
the works: a guided tour to 
the Towers of Trebizond (it’s 
now called Trabzon) in the 
footsteps erf writer Rose 
Macaulay. Details and 
inspiration from +44 . 
01548-550449. 

□ ARABIA FELIX: Yemen 
is only gradually attracting - 
the attention of travellers 
with Its scenery and its 

- striking undent skyscrapers. 
Take a 12-day trip with 
Steppes East (+44 
01285-810267) and visit the 
walled dty of Sana’a, the 


medieval capital of Taizz, 
the desert town of Shibam, 
and Mari b, the Queen of 
Sheba’s capital (probably). 

The escorted tour leaves on 
October 11 and costs from 
£L930. 

□ TEE TIME: Tee off 
some wheredifferent with 
Southern Cape Golf Tours 
(+44 01252-798804). Courses 
indude Elephant HDls at 
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 
and Sun City. Swaziland 
(crocodiles at the 13th hole). 
Mauritius, Namibia and, of 
course. South Africa are 
available; escorted tours go 
in the northern winter, but 
tailor-made and fly-drive 
tears can be set up 
whenever you want. 

□ WILD AND WOOLLY: 

See a quokka on a 23-day 
guided wildlife trip to 
Australia with Nature trek 
(+44 01962-733051), leaving on 
October Band costing £2,995. 
There’ll be pink-eared ducks 
and kookaburras in Perth, 
dugongs in Shark Bay, 
sealions off Esperance, noisy 
scrub-birds in Two People’s 
Bay (the only place they 
exist). . Flora too, from 
spring wildflowers to karri 
forests. Quokka? A small, 
friendly wallaby. 

□ JUST DESERTS: Saudi 
Arabia must be the biggest, 
richest best-known country 
that no outrider ever goes to 
- until now. Bales 
introduces 10-day tours, 
from £1,998. next yBar; : .r. • 
looking at traditional 
architecture, isolated. - : 
valleys, deserts, Nabatean ; 
rock tombs (tike Petra’s). 
Tourism is new, patience 
will be needed, and 
unmarried couples won’t get 
visas. TeL +44 01306-885991. 

□ POLAR BAIRNS: Head 
off from Winnipeg to see the 
polar bear migration, and 
the northern lights too, on a 
nine-night tour with 
Abercrombie & Kant (+44 
0171-550 8620) in October 
1999. Two day-long 
excursions will provide 
close-up viewing and 
photography of the bears 
and'thefr young. Cost: £3310. 

O LOUNGE, LIZARDS: If 
you fancy relaxing in airport 
business class lounges 
without the expense of flying 
business class, join Priority 
Pass (+44 01KL-2S6 9062). 
Members pay £69 a year, and 
£14 a visit, for access to 220 
lounges worldwide from 
Aberdeen to Zurich. 


□ VIN DU SUD: Some of the 
world's southernmost- - 
vineyards are in New 
Tpnland Visit rM tries Bkg 
Cloudy Bay and Te Mata on 
a two-week February tour 
with Arblaster & Clarke 
Wine Tours (+44 
01730-863344), in the 
company of Margaret 
Harvey MW. It costs £2 £99. 

□ RIDE ’EM COWBOYS: 

The Calgary Stampede takes 
place next July 9-18: cowboys 
riding wild horses bareback, 
chuckwagons racing, 
musical variety shows, and 
all in sight of the Rockies. 
Kuooi guests can buy a £99 
Stampede package when 
they stay at the Delta Bow 
Valley Inn downtown: seven 
nights tnplmtipg flights from 
£1.049. TeL +44 01306-742888. 

□ GAME DRIVE: Take a 
self-drive safari in Tanzania 
with Safari Drive (01488- 
681611): for £1,820 and up you 
get a Land Rover, and 
suggested 15-day itineraries 
including stays in the 
Ngurongoro Crater and the 
Serengeti in lodges and 
tented camps. You also stay 
on Mafia Island (but 
hopefully won't have to 
rieep with the fishes). 

□ OVERS DOWN UNDER: 
Visit Australia and you can 
see not only the opera house 
and hats with bits of cork 
hang in g from them, but the 
last two Ashes cricket tests, 
if you take an Austrayel 
package. Leave December 23. 
watch England triumph, and 
come back on January 6, all 
for £1,337. Call 0171-734 7755. 

□ AFJORDABLE: Take a 
two-day tour of the fiords 
oL . . Oman, by dhow and 
4WD; bordering the Strait of 
Hormuz are 600km of cliffs, 
lakes, coral reefs and 
deserted beaches, open to 
the public only since 1994, 
says Arabian Odyssey (+44 
01242-224482). Excursion 
costs from £548. 

□ SYDNEY Opera House is 
25 in October call Aussie 
Helpline (0891-070707) for a 
list of the many celebrations. 

□ AFRICAN Experience 
cots up to 15 per cent off 
holiday prices to South 
Africa as the rand tumbles. 
Call 0990-168 246. 

,*□ Ep*S Museum of the 
Absurd — all sorts of art. 
craft, antique and junque - 
is open weekends in 
Toronto: can +1 416 977 3935. 


I TAILPIECE 


■ Ttds weekend marks Heritage 
Open -pays ai must of BritaHw when' 
a variety of properties of historical ' 
atd architectural interest, not 
normally a cces sib le, are opened 
freeto thepubfic. .. 

Bella TocftRgtthouse at Beacfty _- 
Head, tor instance,. tha.CM*iti/s * 
oidy residential figtithouso, opens 
its doors tatbe.pubBc-'forthe.ffrst.. . 
tkira ttite eentuty. You can see the 
second worid war headquarters of .. 
F^ht Command af RAF Bentley : . 
Priory, Staranore, .tbenpew Buskin 
Library at the University of 
Lancaster, tbe^rtvate feikPen Post 
Box Mvsman &i Tamtori and a host 
-of others. Dat^ismi 0891-800603 > 
(50p a minute) or onthe I ntern et 


dwwwdvItirustargjA x : ~ 

* ; Other regions' open daydera . .j. 
h and hri separately: far Scotland, 
where openings are staggered over . 
weekends throughowtthe month, 
ciaD 0141-221 1466; Northern ' , V 7 
1 Ireland, 0t232-54307S; Wate» r - „ . . 
01222-484806..".. : ' 

. The gtostooncentra t ed c ott a ti i on - 
. df pn^erfiee ie In London, andwffl 
be open nmet weekend. Aiyioiqjweiir 
show homes: Lloyd's btdkfit^. ' 

■ designed by rechard Rogers ■" 
Pa rt Dwriup , ad Alfred 
WatertKWBe*s Prudenttat frnmance ; 
headquarferKTha event: has proved 
WgWy popdtar- up from 200,000 ^ •'-■ 
~.vMare : to.ig94t0 50ajx» tedywr : 
- anriif ymi wentto see'St Pancras. 


Station Hotel or the Foreign Office, 
expect ip queuefor houra ... 

: But there always upervisited 

hidden gernsr Art Deco enem«, 
architects' homes, med^val bams, 
cMc buacSngsendinany mom. 
_.Deta 8 s from 0801 600 061 (ftemBOp 
a nemite).cr bMpd/ww^Jondonopen 
Jtausejdemoncajuk • V 
:The Heritage Open bays are 
promoted In partby the OoundFof 
aaope, and involve 44 countries: 
Russ ia an dean Mar^ho have been 
on display, but others open on 
ysrious weekends t^is month 
.^emtariy tomorr ov #, France and - 
Italy next weekend^ through to. 
Bosnia on Octobers, faifarmatlon • 
from Brussels!. +82-2640 0277... . 




